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"He knows no winter, he who loves the soil, 

For, stormy days, when he is free from toil, 
He plans his summer crops, selects his seeds 

From bright-paged catalogues for garden needs. 
When looking out upon frost-silvered fields, 

He visualizes autumn's golden yields; 

He sees in snow and sleet and icy rain 
Precious moisture for his early grain; 

He hears spring-heralds in the storm's ' turmoil­ 
He knows no winter, he who loves the soil."  

-   Sudie Stuart Hager, He Knows No Winter   

GET YOUR LAWN OFF TO A GOOD START 

Early Spring Fertilizer/Pre-emergence 

The best defense against weeds is to maintain a thick healthy turf. Our 

first treatment of our 6 application Lawn Program is to apply fertilizer and 

pre-emergence starting in mid February. The pre-emergence sets up a 
weed control “barrier” in the upper inch of soil which will kill the weed 

seeds as they germinate. It is vital that once this application is down, that 
the top layer of soil not be disturbed. So if there is aerating or power rak-

ing to be done we need to get that finished before we make that treat-

ment to your lawn. Also, once the pre-emergence is down we cannot do any reseeding to 
the turf, so let us know now if you need us to do spot seeding or renovation to the lawn 

before we get started so we can time the application accordingly. This application of pre-
emergence plus an early spring fertilizer will get the lawn off to a good start, make for a 

thick healthy turf, stop those nasty annual summer grasses and crowd out many of the 
broadleaf weed problems before they have a chance to get started. So call us now at 836-

4000 to get your lawn off to the right start in 2010 and sign up for our 6 application fertili-

zation and weed control program for your lawn. 

Weed Control Program For Non-Turf Areas 

This year we will also be offering a 4 application pre & post emergent 

weed control program for xeriscapes and non-turf areas. We will 

start in early spring and apply a pre-emergent to your non-turf areas 
to prevent the majority of the weed problems before they occur, 

then follow that up with spot applications of non-selective weed con-
trol (Round-up) to clean up any weeds that “pop up” throughout the 

season. Call us at 836-4000 to schedule this service and keep 

those rock areas and landscape beds looking clean and weed free.  
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This is a great time to schedule landscape and irrigation projects before we get into the “busy” 
part of the season. Plants still can take to their new homes much better when planted before 

they leaf out, and we can get started on your projects much more quickly now, and save you 

having to wait for openings in our schedule later in the year. So get a jump on the season and 
call 836-4000 now, so we can take care of those landscape projects you’ve been dreaming of.  
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One of the most important treatments we do to the trees and shrubs is the application 

of Horticultural Oils in mid February for the control of overwintering insects and their 
eggs, particularly those of aphids, mites and scale. Scale are one of the most common 

pests that infest plants. There are many species of scale, but all are destructive to host 
plants. Scale don't move much, so many times they can infest plants without being de-

tected. Once they get a strong hold on host vegetation, scale will literally suck the life’s 

blood out of the plant leading to a slow death. Scale are small insects ranging in size 
from 1/32nd to 1/8th of an inch. Colors vary as does their shape and size. However, life 

cycles are similar for all species. Eggs are laid inside protective waxy coverings which 
can be seen wrapped around various parts of host plants. Life cycles start with eggs hatching. The newly born nymphs 

may offer the best chance at controlling local infestations since most of them will migrate away from their waxy protec-
tive environment. They do this to seek new food gathering points on host plants. This migration won't be far from where 

they were born and may only occur for a day or two. Some may actually end up on neighboring plants if the parent host 

plant is over crowded. Once a good feeding location is found, they will insert their straw like mouth and start sucking 
away at the vital host plant sap. Their waxy excretions and protective housing makes them less vulnerable to basic pes-

ticide application methods, control can be a little tricky once scale has a strong foothold on any plant.  
Horticultural Oil will effectively suffocate scale and this has proven to be a good approach for reaching all stages some 

of which may be lodged deep in their waxy home. It is always better to treat during the cold season when using Horti-

cultural Oil and 1-2 applications at the beginning of the year should do a good job of keeping scale under control for the 
season. Advantages of oils include safety, effectiveness and limited effects on beneficial insects.  

Oils pose few risks to people or to most desirable species, including beneficial natural enemies of insect pests. Toxicity is 
minimal, at least compared to alternative pesticides, and oils quickly dissipate through evaporation, leaving little residue.  

Some of the pests controlled by dormant season applications of Horticultural Oil include: 
Aphids that curl new growth in spring 

Caterpillars that winter as eggs on the plant (leaf rollers, tent caterpillars) 

Mites that winter on the plant (e.g., conifer-infesting species) 

Scale Insects (e.g., pine needle scale, striped pine scale, pinion scale, Kermes scale) 

Call us now at 836-4000 to get your landscape scheduled for this important treatment, the first of our 6 application 
tree and shrub program. We will come out for 6 visits per year, examine all landscape plants for existing and potential 

problems and apply the proper preventative and curative insect and disease treatments and fertilize your plants at the 

appropriate time.  

FEBRUARY IS THE PERFECT TIME TO... 

Since the pre-emergent applications to the lawn are going to 

begin late February/early March, now is the time to schedule 
any power raking, aeration, spot seeding or over seeding 

projects that you might need to take care of for your lawns. 
Though it may still seem cold and wintery now, the growing 

season is rapidly approaching and we need to make arrange-

ments to get your lawn off to the right start now. Power rak-
ing and aeration is a great method to remove thatch and 

open the lawn up so that water, fertilizers and oxygen can 
get down to the root system where the plants needs them. 

Call us now at 836-4000 so we can co-ordinate these vital 
spring projects for your lawn areas.  
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BE SURE TO COME SEE US AT THE 2010 
WATER CONSERVATION AND XERISCAPE EXPO  

FEBRUARY 27, 8:30-5:00 & 28TH, 9:00-5:00  

AT EXPO NEW MEXICO IN THE FAIRGROUNDS 

HTTP://WWW.XERISCAPENM.COM 

When spring has sprung and Grass has riz 
Quality lawn care is where 

The action is! 

Call 836-4000 for details today 
Offer good on pre-paid 6 app programs or spring service booked prior to 2/28/2010 

10% OFF 
Application 1 of 6 app lawn care program 
Complete fertilizer and weed control yearly program 

   Complete fertilization and weed control 

   Applications automatically scheduled 6-8 weeks apart 

    Licensed professional applications 

    Experienced and knowledgeable applications and service 

What does a 6 application lawn care program consist of? 

Q: Dear Garden Sage, 

       What is the proper way 

and best time of year to prune 

back my roses? Thank you, 

Annie in Albuquerque 

A: Dear Annie, 

Good question, a lot of people 

struggle with the proper way 

and time to prune their roses. 

We definitely need to prune 

those roses back in order to 

encourage new growth and 

blooms, remove dead wood, 

increase air circulation and 

shape the plant.   

When pruning your roses, 

some tips are: 

1: Use sharp tools. 

2:Prune to open the center to light 

and air circulation. 

3:Make your cuts at a 45 degree 

angle about a quarter inch above a 

bud that is facing the outside of the 

plant. 

4:Remove all broken, dead, dying 

or diseased wood (Any branches 

that look dry, shriveled or black. 

Cut until the inside of the cane is 

white). 

5: Remove any weak or twiggy 

branches thinner than a pencil. 

6: Remove sucker growth below the 

graft. 

7: Remove any remaining foliage. 

Timing is determined by the class of 

the rose plant. Most rose pruning is 

done in the spring, watch for when 

the leaf buds begin to swell on your 

rose plants, meaning the bumps on 

the canes get larger and reddish in 

color. Hybrid tea roses are the most 

particular about pruning. If you don't 

know what type of rose you have, 

watch the plant for a season. If it 

blooms on the new growth it sends 

out that growing season, prune while 

dormant or just about to break dor-

mancy, as stated above. If it blooms 

early, on last year's canes, don't 

prune until after flowering.          

Annie, I hope this helps. 

Please call us at 836-4000 email us at  
abqqualitylawncare@msn.com with 

your questions for The Garden Sage. 

$10.00 OFF 
All spring services 

Get a jump on spring CALL NOW!! 

Aeration 

Power raking 

Leaf clean-up 

Pruning 

Shrub trimming 

Irrigation tune-up 

Offer expires Feb. 28th 2010 



Quality Lawn Care 

P.O. Box 7997 

Albuquerque, NM 87194-7997 

Phone: 505-836-4000 

Our Mission is to provide high quality landscaping, xeriscaping, lawn maintenance and water gardening with a  
professional and friendly attitude. 

Give Your Yard Some QLC 

Weôve started a new column called ñConsult the Garden Sageò.  Email or call us with your questions and if we 

feature it in the next newsletter youôll receive a discount towards your next service.  So take advantage of this 

program so we can help you ñGive Your Yard Some QLC!ò 

836-4000 or 

abqqualitylawncare@msn.com 

COME SEE US ON THE WEB! 

WWW.QUALITYLAWNCAREABQ.COM 

Landscaping 

Xeriscaping 

Irrigation 

Mowing 

Trimming/Pruning 

Fertilization and weed control 

Water features 

Flagstone/Paver patios and walkways 

Retaining walls 

Garden preparation/Rototilling 

Stump removal 

Design, consulting & diagnostics 

“Give your yard some QLC”  
From gravel to grass & lots more 

Quality Lawn Care is a full service lawn and landscape company 

Tree and Shrub spraying 

Power raking/Aeration 

Seasonal Cleanup 

Yearly maintenance contracts 

Seeding/Sodding 

Pond cleanouts 

Quality Lawn Care 

For Free Estimate Call 836-4000 


