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Yesterday the twig was brown and bare; 
To-day the glint of green is there; 

Tomorrow will be leaflets spare; 

I know no thing so wondrous fair, 
No miracle so strangely rare. 

I wonder what will next be there! 
~L.H. Bailey 

GET YOUR WATER FEATURE READY FOR THE SEASON 

A fish pond, waterfall or other water feature is a wonderful 
accent to your landscape areas and the soft trickling sound 

they produce creates an atmosphere of calm tranquility in 

your very own haven of rest. There are a great variety of 
beautiful Koi, goldfish and aquatic plants that can be raised 

in them creating a fascinating and unique feature for your 
yard. 

They do require some necessary routine maintenance 

though. At the start of the season they should go through 
a good spring cleaning. All leaves and debris that have blown in should be cleared away. 

Any aquatic or surrounding plants that didn’t make it over the winter should be removed or 

replaced. It is a good time to divide or repot any plants that have gotten too large for their 
area. Carefully net or vacuum any solids that have accumulated on the bottom of the pond. 

If the feature has a concrete bottom generally the pond will need to be completely drained, 
the fish caught and kept in a holding tank while the pond bottom is completely cleaned. Be 

sure to slowly re-acclimate the fish to the new, treated water. Inspect the pump and clean 
or replace the filter as necessary. Carefully check the tubing, pipes or troughs for cracks or 

leaks (be sure to check any mortar or liners as well). This is a great time to introduce new 

plants or livestock to the pond. Do not fertilize your aquatic plants at this time, it is better to 
wait until after they bloom.  

Or, if you would rather sit back and relax, you could let one of our water feature specialist 

come out and make sure your pond, waterfall or fountain is healthy and in good working 
order. So if you’ve always wanted one of these fascinating additions to your garden, or 

need knowledgeable professional help in maintaining your water feature at it’s healthiest, 
most beautiful condition call us now at 836-4000 to schedule your pond install or main-

tenance today. And start enjoying the beauty & peace a water feature brings to your land-

scape. 
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We are already seeing a lot of weeds greening up and beginning to put on growth. It is 
always best to treat weeds when they are young and actively growing. On our 4-

application non-turf weed control program we start off the season with a Pre & Post Emer-

gent weed control combination application. This will kill off any existing weeds that have 
already come up plus lay down a preventative barrier that will keep most of the weeds 

from coming up during the season. Of course no preventative weed control product is per-
fect so we follow that up with 3 applications of post-emergent control to catch any of those 

pesky weeds that pop up during the course of the year. Pulling weeds out of your xeris-
cape areas and landscape beds is back breaking work. You can spend countless hours on 

your knees and as you pull the weeds, inevitably you will leave roots in the ground which will just regrow and all those 

weeds you worked so hard to clean out are right back again. By spraying the weeds, the herbicide is absorbed by the 
leaves and moved internally throughout the plant, killing the whole plant, roots and all. But you have to be very careful 

with these products when using them around your beautiful flowers and valuable landscape plants. Call us at 836-
4000 to schedule this service and keep those rock areas and landscape beds looking clean and weed free.  
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MARCH IS THE PERFECT TIME TO... 

It has been a long winter and we are awfully glad to see the 

warmer weather arriving. Bulbs are blooming, trees are bud-
ding, the grass is greening up and the phones are ringing. 

Spring is such a busy time for us with power raking, aerating, 
seeding, sodding, mowing, fertilizing, weed control, tree 

spraying, spring cleanups, pond and water feature cleanouts, 

trimming and pruning, irrigation installs and repairs and vari-
ous landscaping projects. *Whew* talk about hitting the deck 

running! Call us right away at 836-4000 so we can get 
you on the schedule early, in order to avoid delays once our 

schedules begin to fill up. We want to get your lawns and 
landscapes off to the right start this year, SO CALL NOW!! 

Over time the soil under your lawn becomes compacted. Soil compaction makes it 

harder for the grass roots to grow and reduces the penetration of oxygen and water. 
Water and oxygen is not only absorbed by the lawn’s roots but also serve to keep vital 

micro organisms in the soil alive. Lacking oxygen, water and micro organisms, the soil 
becomes sterile and the turf’s health will suffer. The results are a thin turf, with poor 

color, that is less resistant to disease and environmental stresses. Aeration is a proc-

ess where a machine is run over the lawn that drives a hollow tine into the soil and 
removes a “core” of soil about as big around as your index finger and about 1-3” 

deep. The holes the machine leaves allows water, oxygen and fertilizer to better pene-
trate the soil and get to the roots of the lawn. The removal of the plugs not only aid in 

penetration, but also loosens the soil as it expands to fill the holes, allowing the roots 
to better grow and develop. The cores left on the surface also bring up beneficial micro organisms, whose job it is to 

break down organic material, to the top of the lawn. As the cores break up, those micro organisms go to work breaking 

down the unhealthy thatch that builds up at in the lawn. Our first application on the Lawn Fertilization program contains 
a pre-emergent weed control. This product sets up in the upper soil profile and kills the weed seeds as they germinate. 

It is vital that once this product has been applied that nothing penetrates the chemical barrier that would disrupt it and 
allow the new weed seedlings to grow past it. Consequently, if aeration is to be done, it must be scheduled prior to the 

1st application being applied. As we get into spring and the temperature warms up, our schedules begin to fill up rapidly. 

So, call us at 836-4000 right away so we can schedule you and co-ordinate these important services to get your lawn 
off to the right start for 2010.   

SPRING WEED CONTROL FOR NON-TURF AREAS 
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COME VISIT OUR NEW, IMPROVED WEBSITE: 
HTTP://WWW.QUALITYLAWNCAREABQ.COM,  AND 

  OUR FACEBOOK FAN PAGE, QUALITY LAWN CARE IN ALBUQUERQUE  

FOR UPDATES, PHOTOS, INTERESTING VIDEOS 

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

Call 836-4000 for details today  
Offer good on pre -paid 6 app programs or spring service booked prior to 3/31/2010  

10% OFF  
Application 1 of 6 app lawn care program 
Complete fertilizer and weed control yearly program 

   Complete fertilization and weed control 

   Applications automatically scheduled 6-8 weeks apart 

    Licensed professional applications 

    Experienced and knowledgeable applications and service 

What does a 6 application lawn care program consist of? 

Q: Dear Garden Sage, 

My lawn is a little thin and has 

some weeds in it. I was wanting to 

over seed it, when is the best time 

to plant grass seed. 

Thanks for your help, 

Rich in Rio Rancho 

A: Rich, 

The very best time to seed your 

lawn is in the fall. However, I 

don't recommend leaving the lawn 

thin or with bare spots until then. 

This could result in a weed inva-

sion and be a constant problem 

throughout the season. So if the 

lawn needs seeding this spring it 

should be done as early as possi-

ble.  

In order to have good results from 

your seeding, the seed needs to be 

worked down into the lawn and 

make good contact with the soil. 

In order to accomplish this, we 

recommend that seeding be done in 

conjunction with power raking (the 

mechanical removal of thatch), 

aeration, and topdressing. This 

process will clean out the thatch, 

open up the lawn, allow the seed to 

have good soil contact and cover, 

help keep it moist and give it the 

best chance to germinate and de-

velop. The process should go as 

follows:                                                      

Once the seed is down following up 

with your watering will be critical. 

Be sure to keep the lawn damp, 2-3 

light waterings every day we don't 

get rain should be sufficient. 

Please call us at 836-4000 email us at  

abqqualitylawncare@msn.com 

with your questions for The Garden 

Sage. 

$10.00 OFF  
All spring services 

Get a jump on spring CALL NOW!! 

Aeration 

Power raking 

Leaf clean-up 

Pruning 

Shrub trimming 

Irrigation tune-up 

Offer expires March 31st 2010 

Power rake to remove thatch 

Hand rake to pick up thatch 

Aerate and pull cores 

Spread seed over lawn 

Run power rake over lawn 

again. This will drive the 

seed deep in the lawn and 

break up soil cores 

Cover with 1/2ò compost 

Fertilize with Starter Fertil-

izer 

Quality Lawn Careôs 6 application 

Lawn Programôs 1st application con-

sists of a Pre-emergent herbicide 

which will kill the weed seeds as they 

try to germinate. This product does 

not know the difference between your 

grass seed and a weed seed. So make 

sure you call us early to get on the 

schedule to have your seeding done 

and we can co-ordinate your lawn 

program accordingly. We will put a 

Starter Fertilizer down for your 1st 

application and wait until the 2nd 

application, when the seed is up and 

ready, to put down your weed control. 

And if you do any seeding on your 

own be sure to call us and let us know 

so we don't mistakenly treat your 

lawn with the weed control. 

Thanks Rich, good luck! 



Quality Lawn Care 

P.O. Box 7997 

Albuquerque, NM 87194-7997 

Phone: 505-836-4000 

Our Mission is to provide high quality landscaping, xeriscaping, lawn maintenance and water gardening with a  
professional and friendly attitude. 

Give Your Yard Some QLC 

 

We need your questions for ñConsult the Garden Sageò.  Email or call us with your questions, or join the dis-

cussion on our Facebook fan page (Quality Lawn Care in Albuquerque) and if we feature it in the next news-

letter youôll receive a discount towards your next service.  So take advantage of this program so we can help 

you ñGive Your Yard Some QLC!ò 

836-4000 or 

 abqqualitylawncare@msn.com 

COME SEE US ON THE WEB! 

WWW.QUALITYLAWNCAREABQ.COM 

Landscaping 

Xeriscaping 

Irrigation 

Mowing 

Trimming/Pruning 

Fertilization and weed control 

Water features 

Flagstone/Paver patios and walkways 

Retaining walls 

Garden preparation/Rototilling 

Stump removal 

Design, consulting & diagnostics 

“Give your yard some QLC”  
From gravel to grass & lots more 

Quality Lawn Care is a full service lawn and landscape company 

Tree and Shrub spraying 

Power raking/Aeration 

Seasonal Cleanup 

Yearly maintenance contracts 

Seeding/Sodding 

Pond cleanouts 

Quality Lawn Care 

For Free Estimate Call 836-4000 


