
Never top your Trees, Never Top your Trees, NEVER TOP 

your trees.  Okay now that we have that out of the way, letôs 

talk about the reasons why you should trim your trees AND 

why you should NOT top your trees. 

Why Should You Trim Your Trees? 
Have you seen those trees that look really lopsided?  

How about trees that should have flowers, but for some rea-

son they just have leaves?  What about those branches that 

break off during those terrible wind storms? Well those are 

some of the reasons you want to include trimming in your 

tree maintenance program.  To have healthy beautiful trees 

itôs important to guide the growth with strategic cuts that 

promote strong healthy branches that will hold up to those 

strong NM winds.  Not only will you have a healthy tree, but 

if you remove those dead and dying branches, you could 

prevent damage or injury to people or property.   

Aesthetically, itôs also beneficial to enhance the natural 

form of the tree.  When a flowering tree is pruned at the right 

time of the year, you are promoting or stimulating more 

flower growth.  This is especially important when you are 

trimming fruit trees. 

Safety 
First and foremost you need to consider the safety aspect 

of trimming.  Trees naturally have small dead and dying 

branches that need to be thinned out of the canopy.  This 

serves a dual purpose: first to keep those branches from fal-

ling on people or property and second to encourage new 

growth.  You also want to be sure to keep tree branches from 

growing into power lines, which can be hazardous to re-

move.  They could also fall on these lines during a wind or 

winter storm. 

Health 
When a tree is healthy it can be more resistant to disease 

and insect damage.  Trimming helps to thin the crown and 

increase airflow as well as helping the tree to develop a 

strong structure.  Branches that cross or rub against each 

other can also create open wounds which can lead to insect 

and disease problems.  Pruning these types of branches correctly can help alleviate these potential con-

cerns and promotes wound closure.  

As the tree grows and the outer part of the canopy fills out with leaves the inner part of the tree is 

deprived of sunlight.  This is part of the reason you may have deadwood within the tree. So you want to 

thin out those inner branches strategically to help the outer canopy be strong.  This will also help the 

nutrients be directed towards the healthier part of the tree increasing itôs resistance to these types of 

problems.  Trimming trees continued on page 2 
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The Water Authority re-

minds customers to 

ñWater by the Num-
bers ,ò and only give 

lawns and landscapes as 

much water as they 
need.   That means wa-

tering just one day per 

week in November.  
Pick your own days to 

water while limiting land-

scape irrigation once a 

week in November.  No 
sprinkler irrigation is al-

lowed between 11 AM 

and 7 PM. Do not allow 
water to flow or over-

spray into the public 

right ïof -way, storm 
drain or adjacent prop-
erty. For more information on 

watering restrictions please 

visit www.abcwua.org. 

November 

Watering  

Restrictions 

Customer Testimonial 
We love the Rewards Program that you have in place!  No one else has done this for us before.  Weôve 

taken advantage of this program and saved lots of money having Quality Lawn Care do our  

maintenance. B&S L 

November Birth Flower 

The flower of the month is the 

Chrysanthemum.   

Do you want to repel those nasty 

mosquitoes? Or protect your 

vegetable garden from harmful 

insects?  The active components, 

pyrethrins, in this flower is used for 

these purposes.   Culturally, the 

flower is symbolic of death and 

have been used only for funerals 

or on graves in certain countries.  

However, in the United States itõs 

regarded as a very cheerful flower. 

Itõs a seasonal flower that may 

bloom in spring, summer and fall. 

A Newsletter for Quality Lawn Care Customers 

http://www.abcwua.org/content/view/70/60/
http://www.abcwua.org/content/view/70/60/


Aesthetics 
In addition to the health and safety issues you also want to 

consider the aesthetic aspect of trimming.  Correct pruning/

trimming methods should help enhance the natural form of the 

tree and increase flower production.   

WHY SHOULDNôT YOU TOP YOUR TREES? 

Weak Branches 
ñToppingò  a tree is when you simply cut off large tree 

branches from the top of the canopy.  This is typically done to 

reduce the size of the tree. The first problem youôll see is weak 

branches.  Although most people believe they are pruning their 

trees this way so that they wonôt fall on buildings or homes in 

the winter time, you are actually promoting even weaker limbs 

that break easily.  Itôs much better to have large, sound limbs.   

Rotting Problems 
By topping the trees, you are encouraging rotting organisms 

to invade the tree.  This can lead to the failure of the tree often 

years later. 

More Wind Resistance 
You may think that having higher wind resistance is good, 

but actually the thicker canopy doesnôt allow wind to pass 

through the branches. This makes the tree more top heavy and 

increases the chance of the tree being blown down when we 

experience strong winds. 

It Starves Your Tree 
    Leaves are the treesô food factory.  

By taking away outer limbs in this 

fashion the tree will create many 

new shoots in order to replenish itôs 

food source.  So you might be think-

ing ñThis is good now my tree looks 

pretty and fullò. Well, actually itôs 

not.  The increased energy required 

to create these new leaves and 

shoots stresses the tree and this can 

weaken it or even kill the tree.  

It Looks Ugly 
Most people believe that top-

ping is a good thing that controls the 

growth of the tree, but in reality 

topping looks ugly and unnatural.  

Each year your tree will need to be 

topped because of the problems that 

you get as a result of topping the 

tree the first time.  If itôs only topped once, it can possibly take 5

-10 years for a tree to get back to itôs former value if at all. Top-

ping a tree lowers itôs value by at least 20 percent if not 100 per-

cent.  

Tree of the Month:  Austrian Pine (Pinus Nigra)  

Shrub of the Month: Apache Plume (Fallugia paradoxa)  

The Apache Plume grows to about 6õ tall and 4õ wide. It is multi-branched with 

divided leaves that give it a delicate appearance. It blooms in late Spring with 

small rose-like flowers followed by feathery pinkish-purple seeds. These 

òplumesó are where the plant gets itõs name by resembling the Apache head-

dress. Preferring full sun and being extremely 

drought tolerant, it is a good choice for xeriscaping. 

It will look best if given a deep watering once a 

month during the hottest months.  

This monthõs special is a 5 gal. size for  $20.00 

(Regularly $25.00) plus delivery and labor for planting. 

Go to www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com to see a color 
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We featured the Afghan pine in September and this month we are introducing 

another pine that does well in our Albuquerque climate.  The Austrian Pine is a 

very hardy tree.  It is resistant to heat and drought conditions and can be 

planted in acidic or alkaline soils, loamy, moist, sandy (well drained) or clay soils. 

(Which pretty much covers the wide variety of soils you find in Albuquerque.)   

This tree can grow to a height of 60õ with a 20õ-40õ spread.  It grows at a me-

dium growth rate and does best planted in full sun.   

The pine is a native of Austria, northern Italy and Yugoslavia.  It was brought to 

the US in 1759.  More than 217 million were planted during the nationõs great 

dust bowl shelterbelt project. This tree has thrived for over 200 years in some 

of the worst soil and climate conditions America has to offer.  

This monthõs special is a 25 gal. container size for $200 (Regularly $232.00) or a 

balled and burlap 6 foot tree for $222 (Reg. $258) plus delivery and labor for plant-

ing.  Go to our website www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com to see a color picture of the 

tree and for maintenance instructions. 

This is an example of 

topped trees, which our 

staff will never do. 
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$10 off any Fall Cleanup . 

Call 836-4000 to schedule your 

next service.   

This special is valid for the 

month of November 2011.  

Dear Garden Sage, 

Is there anything I need to do to prepare my yard for the winter? 

Lucia 

 

Dear Lucia, 

Actually there is.  First and foremost make sure you insulate your outdoor watering systems.  Irri-

gation systems should be prepared, shut down and insulated .  You only need to water once a week 

this month.  Make sure you continue to water your trees, but very conservatively because you donôt 

want to promote growth, simply offer them the moisture they need to assist them through the month 

if we are not getting any precipitation.  We can come out and take care of this for you.  

If you have garden hoses, make sure they are disconnected and the spigot is wrapped.   You want to 

be sure the hoses are drained because you donôt want any water to freeze inside them.  Wrap them 

up and store them away so they will be ready for use in the spring. 

Finally, do a fall cleanup.  Once the leaves start to fall you want to be sure to get rid of the debris so 

as not to encourage pest infestations.  We are beginning to book fall cleanups, so be sure to give us 

a call if you want to schedule yours.  The guys come out and do a thorough job making sure to haul 

away all trash and debris. 

-The Garden Sage-  

 

Dear Garden Sage, 

Is there anything I can do for my shrubs to get ready for winter? 

 

Dear Alan,  

It would be helpful to trim those as well.  If they are deciduous (the leaves fall off in the winter) 

then itôs a great time to shape them once the leaves fall off.  Be sure to clean the area around the 

base as this is an area that seems to accumulate the most debris.  We use blowers to help us get up 

all the loose leaves and trash that gets under and around shrubs.    For an appointment or a free 

cleanup estimate simply call us at 836-4000 or email us at abqqualitylawncare@msn.com.  

-The Garden Sage- 

 

Tip: When deciding on a new plant, tree or shrub, be sure that it is from a reputable nursery.  Some-

times big chain home stores keep indoor plants outside and vice versa not allowing for proper accli-

mation.  This can be harmful for your plant and your investment.  QLCôs tree and shrubs come 

from local nurseries that  make sure the plants are properly stored and cared for. 

To Submit Questions to 

our Garden Sage or for 

more information about 

the questions asked here 

please call us at  

836-4000 

$10 off any Tree Trimming  

Call 836-4000 to Schedule (Valid for November /December 2011)  

$5 off Any Service 

Simply let us place a sign on your 

property this month to help us ad-

vertise QLC and $5 will be deducted 

from your bill.  Call 836 -4000 for 

more details. This special is valid for 

the month of November 2011. Limited to 

the first 30 callers.  Coupons are to be used individually.  They are not to be com-

bined.  Only one discount per service. 



Landscaping 

Xeriscaping 

Irrigation 

Mowing 

Trimming /Pruning 

Fertilization and weed 

control 

Tree and Shrub spraying 

Power raking/Aeration 

Seasonal Cleanup 

Yearly maintenance 

contracts 

Seeding/Sodding 

Pond cleanouts 

Water features 

Flagstone  

Paver patios and 

walkways 

Garden preparation/ 

Rototilling 

Stump removal 

Design, consulting & 
diagnostics 

ñGive Your Yard Some QLCò 
Quality Lawn Care is a full service lawn and landscape company 

Quality Lawn Care Contact Info:  

Phone: (505) 836-4000 

Email: abqQualityLawnCare@msn.com 

Www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com 

Go to our Facebook Fan Page:  

Quality Lawn Care in ABQ 

Quality Lawn Care 

Give Your Yard Some QLC  
PO Box 7997 

Albuquerque, NM 87194-7997 

505-836-4000 

Printed by: One Stop Business Shop  

To all our friends and customers: 
As you can see we are rather passionate 
about NOT topping trees.  We hope you 
find this newsletter issue informative.  
We are coming to the end of the year 
and this month we celebrate Thanksgiv-
ing.  We want to take this time to say 
Thank You.  Thank you for your sup-
port, your referrals and your friend-
�V�K�L�S���������:�H�·�Y�H���K�D�G���V�R�P�H���R�I���\�R�X���D�V���R�X�U��
customers for almost 20 years! In this 
difficult economy you have made it pos-
sible to keep us in business helping us to 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�X�U���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�V�·���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�������:�H��
truly appreciate you!  
May God Bless You,  
Owners, 
Robert & Vivian Hairston 

The following websites were used to access informa-

tion for this newsletter:  

http://Www.wikipedia.org/wiki/chrysanthemum 

http://www.treecrews.com/topping-trees-is-it-a-

good-decision/ , http://www.plantamnesty.org/

stoptopping/5reasons.aspx, http://

www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/howtos/ht_prune/

prun001.htm  

http://www.vendio.com/stores/onlinetreefarm/

item/evergreen/austrian-pine-tree-qty-5-/

lid=11186494  
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