Quality News

A Newsletter for Quality Lawn Care Customers

GIVE YOUR YARD SOME QLC! 836 -4000 AUGUST 2011

Volume 4, Issue 8

Why Xeriscape?

(Xeriscaping) Climatetuned landscaping that  receive. This year has been a challenge, but t
minimizes outdoor water use while maintaining plants that continue to do well are the xeriscap
soil integrity and building aesthetics. Typically plants that are abundant in this region. If you h
includes emphasis on native plantings, mulchingain barrels to catch extra water, utilize this too
and no/or/limited drip/subsurface irrigation. irrigate when we are short on rain.
This definition is from the website While Maintaining Soil Integrity and
thebesthomeinspectionlic.com/definition building aesthetics
specifically because it incorporated some really Making sure to amend the soil before we s
i mportant points. S 0 dding§ éRterideiplariing helps the pRirftsto hh
nition down and expand on each point. great head start in developing a good root syst
& . " And healthy soil also retains moisture, which is
essential in our desert climate. Another advan
to having good soil is that it helps build resistar
to unwanted weeds.
Emphasis on native plantings, mulching
Select your plants carefully. Choose plants
native to the area in order to get more success
plantings. Using mulches to retain what little
moisture we get is key to a successful xeriscap
garden. The mulches not only add texture and
variety to your garden, but serve as a blanket
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the winter against the cold and keep the soil cg
in the summer. This is an important benefit whq
planting bulbs. Mulching also helps prevent soi

Climate-tuned landscaping
The Southwest Deserts are characterized byjide variety of mulches available.

extremely limited rainfall and blazing summer  And no/or limited drip/subsurface irriga-
sun. Higher desert elevations such as Albuquers;

compaction and improves aeration. There are &
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% Yy Watering

A S Restrictions

The Water Authority re-
minds customers to
fiwater by the Num-

gue, have limited precipitation, but includes snow- When designing your landscape, make su
fall. This area has a range of plants such as pin ’
and lilacs. Most precipitation occurs during wint ones and set the timer correctly so no water i
storms that run from November to February an asted. In most cases you will not need to wat
the "monsoon” thunderstorm season in July andextensively.

August. The monsoons sweep up from Mexico

bringing rainfall, increased humidity, as well as' A Final Word about Xeriscaping

massive thunder, lightening, and dust storms. N . o ai water while limi in% l?nd'
Minimizes Outdoor Water Use not mean nno 3 marniereame sncacpeeirﬁgétionbo three
Th I | d Inlftlally you may have to do some weeding an imesa.week in August
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capes are designed to use minimal water. How
ever, when we have drought conditions like we
have this year, itods
gation system in place. ldeally, the plants will
survive on the rainfall that we would normally

overtake the weeds and in some cases will res
the flowers. Caonsult with our lgndscape expe
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to a xeriscape. Call 834000 for an appt.

u have the most effective number of wateringlawns and landscapes as
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tering just three days
per week in August.
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e a week in Septem-
¥ and October, and

& § eekjinNovgm:
& No sprinkler irriga-
tion is allowed between
11 AM and 7 PM. Do not

Customer Testimonial

| look forward to meeting with him again to finalize the xeriscape/landscape plan th
drew up for me and my wife. M.B.

I really enjoyed visiting with Robert and appreciate the time he took to come out and|dhiainof-way, storm drain
estimate for me. | could tell he was really professional and knew what he was talkingséigeent property.

allow water to flow or
overspray into the public

For
& information on watering

restrictions please visit

www.abcwua.org.



http://www.abcwua.org/content/view/70/60/
http://www.abcwua.org/content/view/70/60/

How to Start Your Own Compost Bin —=
=
There are a variety of ways to compost  collect the materials and at the end of the = |- 7
your fruit and vegetable wastes. The day we dump it into the compost barrel 7 ok st srprci /
image on the right is just one way to do  that we have in our back yard. o N L B e o) =
it. You can also purchase a compost _ - [Restms __p — e e @/‘
barrel or container as long as it has a If you decide to place your compost bin in ey B ?
method of turning the dirt and debris or ~ SUNNy area, make sure that you cover It E1=EF | =7 Z
else it wondt be efWth@qape)scrapoflargeplpstic garhgs| S=E5 CETR -?’_ig:lg
started composting in our household bag to seal in the o second side s flled; the firs s oft o rost and shrink as It ages. The centr bin 1 used for ant

oxcess cover material, which is applied as needed to cover fresh humanure and food refuse.
e,

many years ago and find that one advan- that the bin stays moist, not sopping wet, .
tage is no more rotting food in our trash ~ Nelp with decomposition.  Some importan
can. We use the final product in our things to remember when you are com-
gardens and lawns. The best benefit is posting are: transfer or turn the pile every
that we know we are not adding more to -3 Weeks, wet the pile, do NOT add meat,
our landfills and recycling our produce bones, diseased plants, fats, oils, pet (do([vers:
and garden wastes. cat) droppings, any dairy products ie milk |™ =2
and cheese, and wood ashes.

So what can you compost? Lawn clip-

pings, vegetable scraps, coffee grounds, YOUr compost is ready to apply to your o —_
Figure 8.6

leaves, and other organic wastes of this gardens or landscape plants, trees or shn THE CEASELESS CYCLE OF COMPOST MAKING shrink

nature can be compost materials. We ~ When it resembles a dark, rich, sweet Sme| B e R e oo oo oo

. . . H I not necessary. In a diseased population, the compost should be aged for two years, and a third, separate,

like to keep a coffee can in the kitchen to "9 SOIl. scke i il e reired

The following tree and shrub are plants approved by the Albuquerque Rainwater Harvest Garden Rebate Program. Fo
more information on this program go to www.abcwua.org

Shrub of the Month:Yellow Bird of Paradise (Caesalpinia gilliesii)

the yellow bird of paradise shrub are |
toxic and should never be injested.
This shrub tolerates any walfained : 2
soil including rocky, native soils. It dog ‘\\1 .
not do well in heavy clay soils. Prune = WA
spring to remove dead or damaged
stems. Water yellow bird of paradise
: every week in the summer, every mo
pruning will encourage dense # in the lowelevation zones, and rely on
growth. This longlived and A rainfall in intermediate elevation zones.
durable shrub is quite tolerant Our special includes a 5 gal. size for $22.00 (Regularly $26.60) plus
of cold, heat and drought, and performs best in full sun  delivery and labor for planting. Go to our website

exposures. Grows to 10 feet tall by 8 feet wide. All parts ofvww.QualityLawnCareABQ.com to see a color picture of the shrub.

Yellow bird of paradise is an
upright, fast growing shrub P8
originating from Argentina andi
Uruguay. Clusters of bright
yellow flowers with long red
stamens are produced in the
summer. Its natural growth
habit is irregular and open, bu

Tree of the Month: PinonTree (Pinus edulis)

This is a great tree for xeriscape designs in
the Albuquerque area. The Pifion Pine
(Pinus edulis) is a small to medium size
tree, reaching about 33 ft tall and about 20
ft in diameter. The bark is irregulary fur- :
rowed and scaly.
are in pairs, moderately stout and green. » W )
Pi fon trees are one \ teyx i coofhimepsmont héds special is
recognizable trees. When the tree is ma- A P Az ., regularly $105.00. plus delivery and labor for

ture, the horizontal bushy branches give it a planting. Go to our website

dome shape. www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com to see a color
picture of the tree and for maintenance instruc-
tions.

Pifion nuts, which come from the pine cones,
are a favorite of wildlife and humans as well.
This tree grows best in the foothill areas of Al-
buquerque, but can stand up to the heat and cold
of most New Mexico locations. It likes full sun

( 6 n e e dnt median water.
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To Submit Questions to
our Garden Sage or for
more information about

please call us at
836-4000

Dear Garden Sage,
How can | help reduce the cost of a landscape design?
Beverly

Dear Beverly,

Landscape designs are very time consuming. Our in house designer, Robert, will go to yoy
home and measure out the area of the yard to be designed. He then goes back to the offic

r
e and

draws a design to scale. He is very meticulous in his design because he wants to be sure that he

includes the proper irrigation, planting, tree and shrub growth and makes sure it is aesthetig

ally

pleasing to our clients. The way that our clients can help is by having the yard accurately neas-

ured before he gets there. Check the website or local publications for plants that are apped
you. Or if there is a yard that you particularly like, let him know so he can get an idea of wh
you are looking for. Plans take hours to draw up and figure up costs for each item that is pl
in your yard. Before we do any work, we want to be sure that we include all the plants, treg
shrubs that you want in your yard. So any information that you can provide will reduce the t
and the cost of producing a good landscape plan. Plans can cost froi$58808ach.

-The Garden Sage
Dear Garden Sage,
What insects or pest should | be looking for this month?

Mary Lou

Dear Mary Lou

ling to
at
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me

the questions asked hergwo common pests that are very common in our trees, shrubs and plants are spider mites

aphids. Mites are usually extremely small. They have 2 body regions and 4 pairs of legs.
are no antennae. Signs of spider mites include bronze-ooloff foliage. It often appears dust

nd
here

or covered with minute webbing. The mites are sometimes visible on the undersides of leayes.
Aphids are small sofbodied, peashaped insects with tremendous reproductive potential. Their

antennae are thredite and of variable length. The color is variable depending upon the spe
There are a variety of aphids including and not limited to rosy apple aphids, cotton aphids,
bage aphids and rose aphids, which are common and have multiple hosts. Signs of these
include chlorosis, stunting, wilting, and plant death. Both of these pests can be sprayed wit
strong jets of water as soon as they are detected.

Garden Sage
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August
S’)ecials $5 Off any Accent

Get a $25 qift certificate for
$15 that can be used for any

services booked from
Boulders
August 1st through

December 31, 2011.
Limit 2 per customer.

Call 836-4000 to order your certifi-
cate.

Boulders can be used
in new or existing
landscape.

Call 836-4000 to
Schedule Valid for

the Month of August Certificates can only be purchased

in August



