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Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers to-day;
And give us not to think so far away

As the uncertain harvest; keep us here

e Spring seeding and sodding All simply in the springing of the year.

SPECIAL POINTS OF IN-

TEREST:
¢ Spring inspirational poem

* Growing aromatic herbs Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white,

e Getting off to a good start in Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by night;
April And make us happy in the happy bees,

The swarm dilating round the perfect trees.

- Robert Frost, A Prayer in Spring

¢ Join our fan page on Face-
book

e Lawn Care Coupon

I'T°’S TIME FOR SPRING RENOVATION
e Garden Sage on growing

berries Now that the weather is warming up, it is a great time to
step out and take a good hard look at your lawn areas and
decide whether or not you need to renovate them this
spring. Fall is the ideal time to do renovation to your turf like
seeding or sodding, but having failed to do it then, or you did
seed/sod it last fall but it came in thin or patchy and your left
with bare areas, doing some renovation work now will be
better than looking at those bare areas and battling the
TION weeds that they bring all summer long. The sod coming out
ARE YOU GOING 2 of the sod farms now is beginning to come out of dormancy
TO SCARBOROUGH and is looking pretty good, and we are rapidly nearing our

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

ITS TIME FOR 1
SPRING RENOVA-

FAIR? last chance of hard frost date which might harm young seedlings, so now is a good time to
get a jump on spring renovation. When seeding in the spring, make sure you have not ap-
plied any crabgrass pre-emergent to the lawn because these chemicals function by killing

gggﬁ&}l{?&]ﬁm 2 young seedlings as they emerge from the seed and they do not know the difference be-
tween a crabgrass or a turfgrass seed. Also avoid applying any broadleaf weed Kkillers to the
lawn for 3-4 weeks prior to putting down seed or sod as the residue from these chemicals

DISCOUNT 3 will be harmful to the new grass. It's better in the long run to live with the weeds for a little

COUPON while now, let the new seed or sod get established until it is up and been mowed 3-4 times
then go after the weeds. Prior to seeding it is a good idea to aerate, power rake, or verti-

CONSULT THE 3 cut the lawn so that the seed has a good chance to get down into the lawn and make good

GARDEN SAGE contact with the soil, and before sodding you want to prepare the area so that you have

bare dirt, raked out smooth and level and that the edges are an inch and a half to two
inches below the grade of the surrounding turf, walks or driveway, so that when the sod is
laid it will be at the proper level grade. Cover seed with a light layer (1/4 - 1/2") of compost
to retain moisture and offer the seed good protection. Whether you seed or sod, apply a
starter fertilizer to get things going. Or better yet just call us at 836-4000 and let us put
you on the schedule to do this for you. This way we can take the burden of doing the work
yourself away and best co-ordinate the seeding, sodding, fertilizing and weed control in or-
der to give your lawn it's best start to be thicker, greener and healthier this season.
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ARE YOU GOING TO SCARBOROUGH FAIR?

Creating an herb garden is fun and practical. The aromas are wonderful, the view is
beautiful, and many can be used as medicines or for cooking. Growing them is easy.
They're hardy and thrive well in all kinds of soils. But for optimal results, it's helpful to
keep in mind a few things about each specific one.

PARSLEY

Indispensable in the kitchen, these herbs are easy to grow and maintain. A biennial,
they'll blossom every two years and they do well in containers or gardens. They sprout
into dense mounds, but may reach as high as a foot if kept spaced eight inches or
more. One type has mossy leaves, another a flat leaf, but either is great for cooking.
They can be started from seed, but in that case they should be planted indoors before
winter ends and allowed to develop at room temperature for a few weeks. They love full
sun, but will thrive in partial shade as well.

Their use in cooking is well known and every chef will have his or her favorite way of using them in soups, salads and
casseroles. Just dry the leaves in air and crumble according to your favorite recipe.

SAGE

One of the finest herbs to grace any garden, these ancient wonders make great ground cover, aromatic potpourri and
excellent cooking additives. They love sun and when they get enough of it grow to two feet.

Easy to grow from seeds, they're even easier when you use stem cuttings. Just make sure they have well-drained soil to
avoid root rot and space the plants about a foot and a half apart. With gray-green, feathery leaves, they can cover large
areas if not kept in check.

The upside is they’re very hardy and, even in cold climates, they'll come back year after year. That means years of good
smells and beautiful color from their lilac-colored flowers. You can harvest leaves before the flowers sprout and dry
them. Treat yourself by rubbing the fresh leaves through thumb and forefinger and take a whiff. Delicious!

ROSEMARY

These evergreen shrubs make for a wonderful addition to the garden. The leaves are delightfully aromatic and they
make wonderful potpourri. Many will enjoy them as a topping for salads or to flavor meatloaf.

The dark green leaves absorb sun readily, which they love, and they're not too fussy about soil as long as it isn't too
wet. They produce lovely, thick clusters of pale blue or pink flowers in the spring. They also make great container plants
inside the house or out. Bring them indoors during winter and you'll have a fragrant delight.

THYME

These tiny plants make for great ground cover. They're also a terrific addition to the chef’s toolkit. They grow only a few
inches tall, but they recover year after year so they're easy to care for. The pink and purple flowers add color, while
their fragrance is a delight.

They love full sun and grow best in well-drained soil. Make sure it isn't too hard-packed after winter, when the snow has
compressed the surface. Since they're short, the roots don't reach down very deep and need good aeration. Keep in
mind that they can attract bees. Some people consider that an advantage, others a nuisance. Plant accordingly.

When they bloom, you can cut off some stems and allow them to air dry. Once they're brittle, just crush and use for
potpourri or in a salad.

Whatever your favorite herb, you'll want to add these four to your garden plan. They'll keep it beautiful and wonderfully
aromatic year after year.

Just remember me to one who lives there, she once was a true love of mine.

APRIL IS THE PERFECT TIME TO...

As it continues to warm up this Spring, we are keeping busy with over seeding and
sodding projects, or just fertilizing, applying crabgrass pre-emergent to our lawns, and
trying to get a jump on the weeds in the non-turf areas. This is also a great time to let
us come out and run through your sprinkler systems, repairing any leaks and tuning it
up so when the summer heat hits, it is ready to go and water your landscape reliably
and efficiently. And why not start this season off with some new additions to your
landscapes? Call us right away at 836-4000 so we can get you on the schedule
early, in order to avoid delays once our schedules begin to fill up. We want to get your
lawns and landscapes off to the right start this year, SO CALL NOW!!
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Come visit our new, improved website:
http:/ /www.qualitylawncareabq.com,
and
our Facebook Fan page, Quality Lawn Care in Albuquerque
For Updates, photos, interesting videos
And much, much more! We’ll be featured in a KOB TV Program called Good day New Mexico some time in
April. Check our Facebook fan page or website for dates and time.

$25.00 OFF $10.00 OFF

Any yard service totaling $250 or more. 2nd Application for Trees and

This includes Aerating, Power Raking, Trimming Shrubs
Spring CleaHU_D_S, |r“gat|_0n Tune'Up& and This application includes an inspection of all
Fertilizer Applications. trees and shrubs and can include an applica-

tion of insecticide for pine tip moth, 3in 1
Rose treatment, fertilizing trees, shrubs, annu-
als or perennials if needed.

Call 836-4000 for details today
Offers good for services booked in April

They should be tAMkmed when itds
CONSULT THE GARDEN SAGE cold, however, it can be done now if Water lawns twice a week to a depth
necessary. Avoid July and August  of 4-6 inches to encourage a deep root

Q: Dear Garden Sage, for trimming these types of shrups.  system and more drought resistance
? awn g b uyP | cPd 4 g '

| dondét have a
have a number of trees and
shrubs in my yard. What
should | do to get them ready
for the spring?

Minor pruning on trees is okay, That can be checked by watering,
again mostly deadwood and cross-  allowing it to soak in, and then check-
ing branches since they are starting  ing it with a screwdriver. If it goes in

- to bud. If the leaves have already fairly easily then i
Beth, Westside Albuquerque  ¢ome out we discourage any major I it only goes down about 2 inches
A Bgth, . . pruning. and hits hard dirt then you probably
The_ f_|rst thing you .ShOUId dois need to water a little more.
fert!l!ze them. Typically a 16-8-8 Prune spring flowering shrubs as Multiple start times are helpful in
fertilizer is a good start. they finish blooming. Cut back situations with slopes and slow ab-
Water trees and s_hrubs deeply. enough to leave room for new sorption. Giving the water time to
Typically 12-18 _mches deep growt h. They s h osoakidinbétter than & long waterimg d
around the drip line. again until next spring. and having the water run off or sit on

Roses should be pruned after
April 15 to remove deadwood and
crossing branches and redirect

top of the lawn.
Get your irrigation checked for good

h q h Q: Dear Garden Sage, coverage. Also,aeration helps the
growth up and out. The roses I know | need to start watering my  absorption so we recommend aerating

could use systemlc_fertlllzer that | 3 wn , but | donotathsiidew how much
Please call us at 836-4000email us at ?Iso helps prevent insects and or how often, especially with our We can provide many of these ser-
abgqualitylawncare@msn.com ~ 1Yngus. _ __ Water restrictions. Can you give me yjces for you and you can take advan-
with your questions for The Garden ~ EVergreens could be trimmed if — some advice? tage of the coupon above to help with
Sage. they haveno6t b eMke NBHeighessady . the cost.



Quality Lawn Care
Give Your Yard Some QLC

P.O. Box 7997
Albuquerque, NM 87194-7997
Phone: 505-836-4000

"Give your yard some QLC”

From gravel to grass & lots more
Quality Lawn Care is a full service lawn and landscape company

e Landscaping o Tree and Shrub spraying o Water features

o Xeriscaping o Power raking/ Aeration o Flagstone/Paver patios and walkways

o Irrigation e  Seasonal Cleanup e Retaining walls

e  Mowing o Yearly maintenance contracts o Garden preparation/Rototilling

o Trimming/Pruning o Seeding/Sodding o Stump removal

o Fertilization and weed control e Pond cleanouts o Design, consulting & diagnostics
Quality Lawn Care

For Free Estimate Call 836-4000

We need your questions for fAConsult the Garden ¢
cussion on our Facebook fan page (Quality Lawn Care in Albuquerque) and if we feature it in the next news-

l etter youdl |l receive a discount towards your n
youdl Gi ve Your Yard Some QLC! o
836-4000 or

abgqualitylawncare@msn.com

Our Mission is to provide high quality landscaping, xeriscaping, lawn maintenance and water gardening with a
professional and friendly attitude.

COME SEE US ON THE WEB!
WWW.QUALITYLAWNCAREABQ.COM



