
Last monthôs newsletter briefly covered a few of the chores that should be done in the winter months to 

keep your yard in great shape and ready for the upcoming growing season.  Now that we've experi-

enced the occasional heavy snowfall, there are a few more items to add to that list.   

Cover patio furniture - As snow and ice melts it can cause damage to patio furniture. Use a tarp 

to cover up furniture or, in some cases, you may be able to find a cover made for your item at the 

retailer in which it was purchased from.  

Broom snow from evergreens and roses - Snow can easily pile up on large branches of those 

trees and shrubs. This can cause unwanted stress to those evergreens and even breakage to the 

limbs, sometimes causing damage to whatever may be below the branch. Keeping your trees and 

shrubs trimmed will also help alleviate some of these problems. Make sure to take a broom and 

knock that heavy snow off those branches that are hanging low to avoid these problems. If you 

can't do this, call us. This is a service we offer.  

Shovel that snow - It's always a good idea to shovel walkways, driveways and sidewalks immedi-

ately after a snowfall. The reason being that when the sun starts to melt snow covered walkways it 

produces a layer of water at the bottom that can refreeze into a sheet of ice. Not only can that be 

dangerous, but it also can make it significantly more difficult to shovel later. Snow shoveling can 

be difficult. We would be happy to take care of it for you. Call or e-mail us to be added to our 

snow shoveling customer list.   
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Resolution This Month: 

Plan for the year, donôt 

be taken by surprise. 

Look at all your options 

and make educated deci-

sions instead of spur of 

the moment impulses. 

Time To Make A Plan  

Let's face it, we've all looked at our yard and said "You know what would look good there..." or "You 

know what I should do with that area...". But like 

so many of us, we get busy and never follow 

through with those ideas. Now is the perfect time to 

'get back on that horse' and take action.  With eve-

rything in the yard dormant and cut back you can 

easily get some measurements of your yard and 

make a scale drawing. Here's a suggestion, once 

you've made a scale drawing, make several copies 

to toy around with. This will allow you to easily 

move around borders, edging, new trees and 

shrubs, etc. 
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* Where does the sun cross the yard and create full or partial 

light? And what are the soil conditions? These are important 

factors to consider when selecting the appropriate plant that 

would not only look good in the space, but will thrive under the 

current conditions. So light, soil conditions and watering sched-

ules are essential when choosing the best feature.  

* Where does the runoff water go? It's important to know this 

because if you alter runoff grading with your new landscape you 

may cause it to become a swamp when the runoff water has no-

where to go. 

* What irrigation is available? Consider how your current sys-

tem can be used with the new landscape. Will more lines need to 

be connected?  Or is there any irrigation at all?  This concern is 

minimal compared to others because an irrigation system can 

always be built to suit, however, it is a plus when you can save 

yourself the trouble and use what you have. 

Have fun with your plan and get creative! Maybe add a water 

feature or create some color with some new flower beds. If this 

is not really something you feel you can do or just don't have the 

time, give us a call at 836-4000 for advice or have us take care 

of the project for you. 

Shrub of the Month:  Flame Anisacanthus  

Tree of the Month:  Sonoran Scrub Oak  

The Sonoran Scrub Oak (Quercus Turbinella) is a very low maintenance shrub-like tree that 

can grow in almost any desert type of soil.  It can grow well in sand, clay, low organic con-

tent, or just plain well drained soil.  In fact, it has been know to grow so well in sandy areas 

that it has been commonly used for erosion control.  The Scrub Oak produces grey-green, 

leathery leafs with small spines on the outside.  Small yellow-green flowers appear with the 

bunches of leaves.  And of course, being an oak, it produces acorns.  These particular acorns 

have been used by Native American tribes to make soups and unleavened bread during times 

of famine.  This months special is a 10 gallon Sonoran Scrub Oak tree for $99 (regularly 

$119) plus labor for planting and delivery. 
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Flame Anisacanthus is a beautiful deciduous, drought-tolerant shrub that is best known for its 

superb ability to attract hummingbirds and butterflies.  It grows to be 4 to 5 feet tall and wide 

and can be pruned to a well rounded shape or left to just take an irregular and unique shape 

and only be trimmed before winter (however, to encourage blooms it is recommended that 

regular pruning is performed on this shrub).  The Flame Anisacanthus grows bright green 

leaves accompanied by spectacular red-orange narrow, trumpet-like flowers that bloom from 

summer to fall.  This shrub does well in both full and part shade. 

This months' special is a 5 gallon Flame Anisacanthus for $17 (Regularly $21) plus delivery 

and labor for planting. 

Herbal Plant of the Month:  Rosemary Arp  

Rosemary is a large shrub native to the Mediterranean region which, like Utah, receives most of its precipi-

tation in the winter. Rosmarinus means ñdew of the sea,ò and was named so because of its pale blue flowers 
and usual habitat near coastal areas. The Mediterranean region has significantly warmer winter temperatures 

than Utah and many of their indigenous plants prefer warmer climes and typically rosemary wonôt survive 

winter in Utah. Arp rosemary, however, will survive most Utah winters and we have several in our garden 

that have thrived for 10 years or more. Rosemary is very aromatic and often used for culinary purposes, in 
potpourri and in health care products such as soap and shampoo. Light-grey branches are adorned with 

small, dark-green leaves. Light blue flowers bloom in late-spring to early-summer. Despite its increased 

hardiness, even Arp Rosemary should be planted in a location that will be protected in the winter. This months special is a 3 gallon for $16.50 

(regularly $19.60) and/or 5 gallon for $21.50 (regularly $25.20) plus delivery and labor for planting. 


