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 "The serene philosophy of the pink rose is 

steadying. Its fragrant, delicate petals open 

fully and are ready to fall, without regret or 

disillusion, after only a day in the sun.  

It is so every summer. One can almost hear 

their pink, fragrant murmur as they settle 

down upon the grass: 'Summer, summer, it 

will always be summer.” 

- Rachel Peden  

The Importance of Having a Good  
Sprinkler System 

      
  
 
After all of your money 
and efforts in planning, 
designing, and building 
your landscape or garden, 
itôs also worth considering 
investing in a good sprin-
kler system. Itôs a basic 
fact that plants need water 
in order to grow, and what 
better way to achieve this 
than through the installa-
tion of a sprinkler system. 
It suppies the plantsô wa-
ter requirements economi-
cally and consistently.  It 
also allows you to thor-
oughly and evenly water 
your lawn and landscape 
during the early morning 
hours (the most effective 
time to water), on a rou-
tine schedule and even 
while youôre away on va-
cation. This is especially 

important during the hot, 
drought plagued months 
of summer here in Albu-
querque to efficiently wa-
ter our yards while keep-
ing in compliance with the 
local water restrictions.  
 A sprinkler is a sim-
ple mechanism used to 
irrigate a lawn or land-
scape beds through a con-
tinuous water supply at 
constant pressure. Sensors 
can even be purchased 
that will temporarily turn 
off your system while you 
are receiving adequate 
rainfall. There are some 
factors to be considered 
before embarking on a 
sprinkler project -- the 
area to be irrigated, the 
types of plants, the type of 
controller, and the most 
effective sprinkler heads or 
bubblers to use in the vari-
ous locations around your 

lawn and landscape. Doing 
a little research and con-
sulting experts is recom-
mended to help you de-
cide on the proper sprin-
kler system to purchase. 
Careful planning and hiring 
the right landscape de-
signer can avoid a lot of 
future problems. Call us 
now at 836-4000 to sched-
ule an analysis of your 
lawn and landscape areas 
and we can design and 
install for you the perfect 
sprinkler system for your 
needs. We can also run 
through and tune up or 
repair your existing system 
so that it is working per-
fectly.  Not only will you 
maintain the lush sur-
roundings of your home, 
you will also be deluged 
with praises from envious 
friends.  
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 Spider mites are a common pest problem 
on many plants around yards and gardens. 
Injury is caused as they feed; bruising the 
plantsô cells with their small, whip-like 
mouth parts and ingesting the sap. Dam-
aged areas typically appear marked with 
many small, light flecks, giving the plant a 
somewhat speckled appearance. Following 
severe infestations, leaves become discol-
ored, with a gray or bronze -like look to the 
plant. Leaves and needles may ultimately 
become scorched and drop prematurely. 
Spider mites frequently kill plants or cause 
serious stress to them. They are classed as 
a type of arachnid, relatives of insects that 
also include spiders, ticks, daddy-longlegs 

and scorpions. Spider mites are small and 
often difficult to see. Their colors range 
from red and brown to yellow and green, 
depending on the species of spider mite 
and seasonal changes in their appearance. 
Many spider mites produce webbing, par-
ticularly when they occur in high popula-
tions. This webbing gives the mites and 
their eggs some protection from natural 
enemies and environmental fluctuations. 
The most damaging species is the two -
spotted spider mite . This mite attacks a 
wide range of garden plants, including 
many vegetables, fruits, trees, shrubs and 
flowers.  

 The two-spotted spider mite is 
also the most damaging species to house 
plants. It is a prolific producer of webbing. 

Evergreens tend to host other mites, nota-
bly the spruce spider mite on spruce and 
juniper. Mites develop from eggs, which 
usually are laid near the veins of leaves 
during the growing season. Most spider 
mite eggs are round and extremely large in 
proportion to the size of the mother. After 
the eggs hatch, the old egg shells remain 
and can be useful in diagnosing spider mite 
problems.  

  The fast development rate and 
high egg production can lead to extremely 
rapid increases in mite populations. Dry 
conditions greatly favor all spider mites, an 
important reason why they are so damag-
ing in the more arid areas of the country. 
They feed more under dry conditions, as 
the lower humidity allows them to evapo-
rate the excess water that they excrete. At 
the same time, most of their natural ene-
mies require more humid conditions and 
are stressed by arid conditions. Further-
more, plants stressed by drought can pro-

duce changes in their chemistry that make 
them more nutritious to spider mites. Ade-
quate watering of plants during dry condi-
tions can limit the importance of drought 
stress on spider mite outbreaks.  Periodic 
hosing of plants with a forceful jet of water 
can physically remove and kill many mites, 
as well as remove the dust that collects on 
foliage and interferes with mite predators. 
Disruption of the webbing also may delay 
egg laying until new webbing is produced. 
Sometimes, small changes where mite-
susceptible plants are located or how they 
are watered can greatly influence their 
susceptibility to spider mite damage. 
Chemical control of spider mites generally 
involves pesticides that are specifically de-

veloped for spider mite control. Few insec-
ticides are effective for spider mites and 
many even aggravate problems.  A repeat 
application at an approximately 10- to 14-
day interval is usually needed for control. 
So it is very important to know what you 
are doing when treating for this important 
landscape pest. Please call us at 836-4000 
so our trained and licensed experts can 
come out and evaluate your landscape. We 
will identify the problems and pests and 
apply the right preventative or curative 
controls at the proper rate. You will be 
advised on  what to do and schedule re-
peat applications as needed. Donôt let this 
nearly invisible pest do irreparable damage 
to your precious plants before heôs spotted 
and stopped.  
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JULY IS THE PERFECT TIME TO... 
 
 July is a time for diligence in the garden. Make no mistake, our lawns and our plants are in stress 
right now. In the heat and drought we have been experiencing this summer, it only takes a few 

hours for lawns to go from the first signs of stress to severe burns that might not recover. Invisible 
insect infestations like spider mites or aphids that a healthy plant could tolerate in a more temper-

ate climate can get out of hand rapidly.  They can cause irreparable damage and even death to the 

already stressed plants in our landscapes. The turf grass in our lawns naturally thin out, and growth 
rates slow down during periods of high heat. This leaves the door open for aggressive summer 

weeds that thrive in hot dry conditions to rapidly develop and take over.  
So keep your eyes open for these heat and drought stress signs:  

a dark smoky appearance to the lawn that turns to a lighter bluish coloration is the first sign of heat and drought 

stress to the lawn  

a wilted look to the flowers and plants signaling that they are in drought stress  

a silvery or grayish appearance or ñstippledò look on the leaves of plants  

the presence of webbing might indicate an immediate insect threat  

the first sign of weeds appearing in the lawn  

 

Call us immediately at 836-4000 so we can come out right away and assess the situation, make adjustments to the sprin-

kler system, diagnose insect or disease problems and apply the right treatments before the damage becomes too severe. 
We can attack those weeds before they can get too strong of a foothold in your turf! Keep cool, but keep alert to these 

devastating problems that can rapidly develop during the peak heat of summer.  



Do you know someone who would like to receive this newsletter?  

Have them  visit our website www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com,  

and click on the newsletter link to see our latest issue. 
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 Dear Garden Sage,  
I have dead spots appearing in my 
lawn. They have developed very 
quickly and look just like the grub 
damage I had a couple of years 
ago. I have gone out and pulled on 
them to check for grubs but it 
does not pull up easily. My sprin-
klers are set to run three times a 
day. But I still have these brown 
spots developing. Do you think I 
might have grubs?  
Thank you,  
Jeremy in Taylor Ranch  

A: Jeremy,  

Although we may see an occa-
sional grub while digging in the 
garden or planting in the yard, it is 
rare that grubs are in the lawn in 
sufficient quantity, or they are 
feeding aggressively enough this 
time of year to do the kind of dam-
age you describe. It is too hot for 
them to spend much time close to  

 
the surface and their feeding is very 
sluggish. Most are actually deep in 
the soil, or in their adult form as 
beetles now, preparing to lay their 
eggs, which will hatch in August and 
September. It is then, when these 
egg broods hatch that we see the 
numbers of grubs and the aggres-
sive feeding that causes that much 
damage. What I am seeing on a lot 
of lawns now and is more likely your 
problem is drought stress and burn. 
I know you said you are set to water 
three times a week, but that doesnôt 
tell me how long the timer is set for, 
if the coverage is sufficient, the 
heads are working or aligned prop-
erly, or if the soil is even absorbing 
the water you are giving it. I see a 
lot of burn spots in turf from isolated 
areas of compaction. When I at-
tempt to probe these spots with a 
pocket knife or screwdriver it is so 
hard it is like trying to push my knife 
into concrete.   
 Try this to see if compacted soil 
might be the problem.  

Please call us at 836-4000 email us at  

abqqualitylawncare@msn.com 

with your questions for The Garden 

Sage. 

  
Check your sprinklers, make sure the 
coverage is adequate and all the 
heads are working properly. I would 
even set a cup or better still a small 
rain gauge on the damaged areas and 
collect the water those spots are re-
ceiving during a typical irrigation cycle 
and see just how much water those 
areas are actually getting. Under the 
intense sun we have here in Albuquer-
que, and in the kind of drought condi-
tions we have been experiencing, it 
doesnôt take long for a lawn to start to 
stress and burn. If we take for granted 
our sprinklers are doing what they are 
supposed to or that the grass is actu-
ally getting a chance to use the water 
that we give it, we can quickly suffer 
some damage to our turf.  
And remember, just like your lawn we 
can quickly suffer from sunburn and 
dehydration. So when youôre out there 
checking those brown spots and work-
ing in the yard be sure to wear plenty 
of sunscreen and drink lots of water.  
Stay safe and enjoy your summer,  
The Garden Sage  

Call 836-4000 for details today.  
Offers good for services booked in June with mention of this ad.  

 

Any Irrigation Installation totaling 

$1000 or More 
 

Call to set up an appointment where we will 

come out and measure the area to be designed. 

We will do a consultation to help you decide 

on the irrigation system that fits your needs. 

 
Spider Mite treatment 

 

Receive $5 off of a one time 

treatment for Spider Mites 

 

 



Quality Lawn Care 

P.O. Box 7997 

Albuquerque, NM 87194-7997 

Phone: 505-836-4000 

Our Mission is to provide high quality landscaping, xeriscaping, lawn maintenance and water gardening with a  
professional and friendly attitude. 

Give Your Yard Some QLC 

 

We need your questions for ñConsult the Garden Sageò.  Email or call us with your questions, or join the dis-

cussion on our Facebook fan page (Quality Lawn Care in Albuquerque).  If we feature it in the next newsletter, 

youôll receive a discount towards your next service.  So take advantage of this program so we can help you 

ñGive Your Yard Some QLC!ò 
836-4000 or 

 abqqualitylawncare@msn.com 

COME SEE US ON THE WEB! 

Www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com 

Landscaping 

Xeriscaping 

Irrigation 

Mowing 

Trimming/Pruning 

Fertilization and weed control 

Water features 

Flagstone/Paver patios and walkways 

Retaining walls 

Garden preparation/Rototilling 

Stump removal 

Design, consulting & diagnostics 

ñGive your yard some QLCò  
From gravel to grass & lots more. 

Quality Lawn Care is a full service lawn and landscape company. 

Tree and Shrub spraying 

Power raking/Aeration 

Seasonal Cleanup 

Yearly maintenance contracts 

Seeding/Sodding 

Pond cleanouts 

Quality Lawn Care 

For Free Estimate Call 836-4000. 


