
“It’s time to mow the 

lawn…”  

Let’s talk a little 

about this subject.  

We’ve had a number 

of customers put 

down sod this spring and for those do-it-

yourselfer lawn mowers we have some tips 

for you this month. I realize that some of you 

don’t have lawns, but if you could bear with 

us this month there is some helpful informa-

tion that we’d like to impart. 

Make sure that you don’t cut your 

grass too short, especially if you 

have cool season grass like Ken-

tucky bluegrass and Fescue.  Taller 

grass will provide a deeper root sys-

tem and is less likely to have weed 

invasion. 

Don’t remove more than about 1/3 

of the grass leaf at any one cutting.  

If the grass is really tall it’s more 

beneficial  to do several mowings. 

If we come out and mow, we always 

mow the lawn in a different direc-

tion with each visit.  Altering the 

direction ensures that you will have 

a more even cut since the grass 

blades tend to grow more erect. 

If you are going to water your grass 

in the morning, it’s best to wait until 

the grass is dry before you cut it. It 

can bog down the mower and make 

it difficult to get a clean cut. 

Most importantly maintain your 

mower. You do this by keeping your 

mower’s blade sharp and clean. Our 

staff regularly sharpens and changes 

out the blades.  Don’t forget to drain 

your gas tank in the fall and change 

the mower’s oil at least once during 

the mowing season. Leaving old gas 

in the tank can cause a number of 

problems and reduce the life of your 

mower. 

If possible, compost the clippings. 

You can purchase a composting bar-

rel or build a compost bin in your 

yard and compost clippings, as well 

as vegetable and fruit waste.  Main-

tain your compost by turning it regu-

larly.  There are a number of web-

sites that you can visit to learn more 

about composting.  

Call Quality Lawn Care if you’d like us 

to take care of your mowing needs. Our 

services include weekly or biweekly vis-

its.  We charge by the square footage.  

As a convenience, we can send out a bill 

at the end of the month for the services 

provided that month or charge your 

credit card.  If you’d like to try out our 

services we’re offering one free mowing 

service when you sign up for regular 

visits during the months of June or July. 

For more information about what to 

do this month call us at 836-4000. 
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The Water Authority re-

minds customers to 

ñWater by the Num-
bers ,ò and only give 

lawns and landscapes as 

much water as they 
need.   That means wa-

tering just three days 

per week in July.  Pick 
your own days to water 

while limiting landscape 

irrigation to  three times 

a week in July and Au-
gust, twice a week in 

September and October, 

and once a week in No-
vember.  No sprinkler 

irrigation is allowed be-

tween 11 AM and 7 PM. 
Do not allow water to 

flow or overspray into 

the public right ïof -way, 
storm drain or adjacent 

property. For more informa-

tion on watering restrictions please 

visit www.abcwua.org. 

July  

Watering  

Restrictions 

Customer Testimonial 
Our new front yard landscaping is so beautiful!  We want to especially thank Daniel and 

Patrick for their hard work and wonderful suggestions as the work progressed.  Our 

neighbor from across the street stopped over to tell us how great they think the yard is, so 

thatôs always a welcome plus.  Again, our thanks to you and your crew. J&TF 

June Birth Flower 

This monthõs birth flower is the 

Rose.  The meaning of the flower is 

passionate love, beauty and 

perfection.  There are over 100 

species which range in size from 

compact, miniature roses to 

climbers that can reach up to 20 

feet high. Itõs a woody perennial 

with stems that have sharp 

prickles. Colors range from white to 

pinks, yellows, reds and multicolor. 

http://www.abcwua.org/content/view/70/60/
http://www.abcwua.org/content/view/70/60/


Water deep and water long.  That 

doesnõt mean you have to water 5 

times a week.  Typically a good 

long soak with a soaker hose 

around the perimeter and in the 

case of trees, at the edge of the 

treeõs canopy, at least once every 

two weeks is the best way to 

keep your trees and shrubs wa-

tered. Most people think they 

should be watering at the trunk, 

but by doing this you may be en-

couraging root rot. The root sys-

tem extends beyond the canopy 

looking for moisture. (see diagram 

on the right) In order to keep 

your plants and trees healthy at 

this time, make sure to water to a 

depth of 18 to 24 inches.  The 

best way to do this is to use a 

soaker hose.  These hoses have 

small holes along the entire length.  

They let water out nice and slow, 

which gives it time to seep down 

into the ground where the roots 

are. The benefits of this type of 

watering are good strong roots 

and healthy plants with beautiful 

leaves, stems and blooms.  The 

best way to remember when to 

water is to put it on your calendar 

then when you start to water, set 

your timer (so you donõt leave it 

running for the next two weeks!)  

About 1-2 hours of slow watering 

is about all you need to do unless 

itõs a really big tree. If you are 

watering trees put the hose around the perimeter of the tree about 2 feet from the trunk.  Slowly move 

the hose out to the outskirts of the canopy.  Remember that the root system extends all the way out to 

the edge of the canopy.  Shrubs also need to be watered around the drip line, but for a lot less time.  Most 

shrubs are on timers with bubblers or drip, which work the same way the soaker hoses do.  If your shrubs 

are looking droopy make sure your drip system is working properly especially as temperatures start to rise. 

struation.  The leaves of the chaste tree were 

worn by vestal virgins in ancient Rome as a 

symbol of chastity.  The berries have been used 

to reduce fever and headaces, stimulate perspi-

ration and to õcheck violent sexual desiresõ in 

monastaries.  So now you know how it got itõs 

name!   

To learn more about this tree you can visit the 

website http://www.globeofherbs.com/herbs/

chaste-tree/ 

 

Our special is a 5 gal. size for $24.00 (regular 

$28) plus delivery and labor for planting.  

The Chaste Tree is butterfly friendly and 

smells great! As you can see it is very similar 

to the Butterfly bush above and itõs blooms 

come in purple, light purple, and pink.  It 

grows about 10-25 feet.  It attracts a variety 

of winged insects and birds as well. It likes 

full sun and blooms from April to June.  

 

The history of this tree is interesting. It has 

been used for a variety of gynaecological 

conditions including aiding the expulsion of 

the placenta after birth and promoting men-

Tree of the Month: Chaste Tree (Vitex agnus -castus) 

Shrub of the Month: Butterfly Bush (Buddleia Davidii)  

scent.  Blooms come in a variety 

of colors from pure white to 

deep purple. Care for the plant 

includes cutting back hard in the 

spring. Flowers bloom from July 

to October. 

Our special includes a 5 gal. size for  

$24.00 (Regularly $28) plus deliv-

ery and labor for planting. Go to our 

website 

www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com to 

see a color picture of the shrub. 

This plant tolerates some 

drought and wetness.  Suitable 

soil is well-drained, loamy sandy 

or clay with a pH preference of 

acidic to alkaline.  It likes full sun. 

It earns itõs name by attacting a 

variety of winged beauties.  In 

addition to butterflies, it attracts 

birds and hummingbirds in search 

of nectar. The colorful 10-12ó 

blooms make a beautiful flower 

centerpiece and put out a honey 

How to Water Trees and Shrubs Correctly  
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$5 Off a first time mowing done in 

June or July  

This discount is limited to first 

time mowing visits only.  

Call 836-4000 to get started.  

$5 Off any Lawn Applications 

done in June or July  

Call 836-4000 to Schedule  

Valid for the Months of June/

July 

Dear Garden Sage, 

Iôd like to put down some mulch and I heard there was a cocoa mulch that smells good and 

looks nice.  However,  Iôm concerned because I have dogs and I know cocoa is not good for 

them. Is this mulch okay to put in my yard? 

C.B. 

 

Dear C.B. 

 I investigated  this on the internet and found that it is not recommended for home own-

ers with dogs and/or cats.  It contains a chemical called Theobromine, and in some brands, caf-

feine. These chemicals when ingested can lead to stomach problems. In larger quantities these 

can actually cause seizures or death.   

 There have also been complaints from customers who also indicated that when it gets 

wet, it gets moldy.  Call us for some alternative mulches that can be used. 

-The Garden Sage-  

 

Dear Garden Sage, 

When is the best time to xeriscape?  With the drought we are having Iôm concerned about water 

usage, but with the heat I donôt want to just have rocks in my yard.  What do you suggest? 

M.S. 

 

Dear M.S. 

 Anytime is a good time to xeriscape.  If you have grass that you want to take out  it’s 

best to get rid of it during the growing season so we can kill the grass at the root level.  That’s 

why you see signs posted on some commercial properties that say “Xeriscape Project in Pro-

gress” on plots of dead grass.  More than likely they are killing off the grass.  By killing off the 

grass and possibly preexisting weeds first, then removing it and capping off sprinkler heads, 

you have a better chance of having a “clean” xeriscape.   

 The process continues by leveling the area and deciding where you might want to have 

some drought tolerant plants.  There are a number to choose from.  Many have colorful blooms 

that add texture and variety to a xeriscape.  The sprinkler heads can be converted to bubblers or 

drip lines which use considerably less water than grass.  In order to add even more variety to the 

project consider using two different colors of rock and accent boulders. A water feature such as 

a pondless water fall, a bubbling rock or fountain can also enhance the project.  The water can 

be turned off when not in use, but can be a wonderful highlight when you want to go out and 

enjoy your yard.  

 We offer design services that can help you make the conversion. Another perk is the 

city’s xeriscape rebate program. If you can show them proof of the project and the percentage 

of yard that you are xeriscaping, you may qualify for a rebate. More information on this is also 

available at www.cabq.gov.  

Call us today so we can set up a meeting to discuss xeriscape options with you. 

Garden Sage 

To Submit Questions to 

our Garden Sage or for 

more information about 

the questions asked here 

please call us at  

836-4000 



Landscaping 

Xeriscaping 

Irrigation 

Mowing 

Trimming /Pruning 

Fertilization and weed 

control 

Tree and Shrub spraying 

Power raking/Aeration 

Seasonal Cleanup 

Yearly maintenance 

contracts 

Seeding/Sodding 

Pond cleanouts 

Water features 

Flagstone  

Paver patios and 

walkways 

Garden preparation/ 

Rototilling 

Stump removal 

Design, consulting & 
diagnostics 

ñGive Your Yard Some QLCò 
Quality Lawn Care is a full service lawn and landscape company 

Quality Lawn Care Contact Info:  

Phone: 

(505) 836-4000 

Email: 

abqQualityLawnCare@msn.com 

Web 

Www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com 

Go to our Facebook Fan Page:  

Quality Lawn Care  

Or 

Add us to your Friends List 

Quality Lawn Care 

Give Your Yard Some QLC  
PO Box 7997 

Albuquerque, NM 87194-7997 

505-836-4000 

Printed by: One Stop Business Shop  

Thank you to all our past, present and 

future customers.  July 1st marks the 

21st anniversary of Quality Lawn Care.  

It was Robõs dream of starting a lawn 

care and landscaping company that 

would offer Quality Services that you 

can depend on.  In this economy we 

know that you have a choice when it 

comes to your yard service and land-

scaping needs and it is our pleasure to 

serve you.  Our newsletters are designed 

not just to offer discounts on services, 

but to educate our customers so you can 

make well informed decisions.   

Thank you for your continued support 

and God Bless You,  

Owners, 

Robert & Vivian Hairston 


