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"Wisteria woke me this morning,  
And there was all June in the garden;  

I felt them, early, warning  

Lest I miss any part of the day.  
 

Straight I walked to the trellis vine.  
Wisteria touched a lifted nostril:  

Feelings of beauty diffused, to entwine  
My spirit with June's own aura."  
-  Ann McGough, Summons 

         FLAGSTONE AND PAVER PATIOS 

     It’s time for barbeques 

and sitting on your patios in 
the evenings of summer, 

cooling off and maybe doing 
a little stargazing. Maybe you 

are considering a new look 

for your yard with a new 
flagstone or paver patio. 

Flagstone is a natural stone 
that is cut to form a shallow 

flat slab. Flagstone pavers is 

a generic term given to any 
flat slabs of natural paving 

stone material that is specifi-
cally sourced from a stone 

quarry. They’re usually de-
rived of natural stone materi-

als such as sandstone, slate 

or limestone.  These type of 
natural materials are easily 

split and cut into slabs, 
whereas concrete and brick 

pavers are manufactured at 

the paver plant. Flagstone 
pavers and pavements are 

very popular among home-

owners because they are one 
of the most attractive types 

of paving material. Flagstone 

pavers are relatively thin and 
smooth. They make an excel-

lent pavement material due 
to their natural appearance 

and can be used to construct 
elegant patios, walkways, 

pool decks and stepping 

stones. They can be either 
set in a mortar bed or dry set 

in a bedding of sand. 
     Flagstone pavers are 

available in a wide range of 

earthy toned colors, usually 
browns, reds or blues as well 

as combinations and blends 
of these three natural colors. 

Yet no two stones look the 
same because they are natu-

rally sourced. Flagstone 

pavers come in different 
shapes, i.e. irregular shapes, 

which are random (odd) 
shaped pieces and dimen-

sional shapes which are cut 

into rectangular or square 
pavers. Flagstones thickness 

is between one inch and 

three inches and will vary 
depending on the type of 

purpose they will serve. Flag-

stone pavers are usually 
more expensive than regular 

manufactured pavers and 
patio stones. The cost of 

flagstone pavers is deter-
mined by their thickness and 

size. The thicker the flag-

stone, the more it will cost to 
purchase. Flagstone is usually 

sold by the ton and coverage 
by ton determines the end 

price.  

   The amount of coverage is 
different with each project 

because the flagstone mate-
rial varies in terms of its size, 

pattern cut, joint thickness 
and wastage. So call us now 

at 836-4000 and let us 

show you some ideas for a 
new flagstone patio that you 

can be proud of. Then invite 
friends and family over for 

the barbeque you’ve always 

dreamed of hosting, and 
show off your new beautiful 

patio. 
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 TREES AND SHRUBS: 
New plants should be watered every 3-5 days for the first 3 months to a depth just be-

low the original root ball or container the plant came in. 

After 3 months reduce watering frequency to 5-7 days and to a depth of approximately 

3 feet. 

Mature plants (after first year) should be watered every 10-14 days to a depth of 3 feet. 
 

LAWNS: 
Water early in the morning and allow the grass to dry all day to avoid fungal disease. 

Water lawns long enough to moisten the soil to a depth of 8 inches to a foot. 

On slopes or compacted areas where run off is a problem, water with shorter multiple 

sets allowing time for water to soak in between sets. 
ANNUALS AND PERENNIALS:  

Water annuals and perennials every other day, every day for newly planted plants or those planted in hot sunny 

areas.  

Remember, even native, desert  and xeriscape plants need to be well watered their first year in the ground until they 
have had a chance to develop their root systems. 
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JUNE IS THE PERFECT TIME TO... 
As temperatures rise and The City of Albuquerque ramps up it’s enforcement of their 

water restrictions, it’s more important than ever to check and tune up your sprinkler 
systems. Repair leaks and install individual bubblers for your plants so that you can 

effectively and efficiently water all your landscape plants. Weed control on your lawns 
is very important now before the summer gets too hot. Weeds become more difficult 

to control and herbicides become harmful to the lawn. And as always, let us check 

over your plants for insect and disease problems before they get out of hand and do 
costly damage to your landscape. Call us right away at 836-4000 to schedule 

these important services, get yourselves on a weekly maintenance contract, or sign up 
for our lawn, tree and shrub or non-turf weed control programs. CALL NOW!! 

 

   Aphids are soft bodied pear-shaped 

insects generally less than 1/8 inch 
long. Their color varies according to 

species, however, the common ones 
are usually green, yellow or black. The 

most distinguishing feature in the iden-

tification of aphids is the two short 
cornicles or tubes which extend from 

the end of their body. These structures 
are partly responsible for secretions of 

a sticky fluid called “honeydew”. This 
honeydew often leaves a sticky residue 

over and below the affected plants. 

The honeydew may then grow a fun-
gus on it that has a sooty black ap-

pearance. Most aphids, even adults, 
are wingless, but when colonies be-

come overcrowded, or the host plant 

becomes undesirable, winged forms 
are produced and these establish new 

colonies. Temperature and length of 
daylight also affect the production of 

winged and wingless forms.  

Aphids are unlike most insects in two 

ways: 

almost all are females which repro-

duce without mating; and 

they seldom lay eggs, but give 

birth to living young. 

Aphids have the ability to reproduce 
rapidly and there are many genera-

tions per year. Each female aphid pro-
duces 50 to 100 daughters during her 

life span, and each daughter can begin 

reproducing in six to eight days. Most 
species of aphids are specialists, feed-

ing on one or a few closely related 

plants. Examples are crape myrtle, 
oleander, and the rose aphid. A few 

aphids, such as the green peach and 
melon aphid, infest a wide variety of 

plants. Some of the more frequently 

infested plants include camellia, crape 
myrtle, gardenia, oleander, photinia, 

rose, viburnum, and hibiscus.  
    Aphid populations are largest during 

the early summer, on the new growth. 
Some aphid species are present all 

year, especially the green peach aphid 

which also feeds on older leaves. Sys-
temic insecticides, insecticidal soaps 

and oils should be considered when a 
pesticide is required. They are effec-

tive against aphids and are the least 

toxic to people, non-target organisms 
and the environment. Call 836-4000 

so our trained, plant care specialists 
can check and protect your plants from 

this devastating plant pest. 

CONTROLLING APHIDS ON YOUR PLANTS 

http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/fasulo/woodypest/gloss.htm#species
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/fasulo/woodypest/gloss.htm#species
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/fasulo/woodypest/gloss.htm#species
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/fasulo/woodypest/gloss.htm#pesticide
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/fasulo/woodypest/register.htm


Do you know someone who would like to receive this newsletter?  

Have them  visit our website www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com,  

and click on the newsletter link to see our latest issue. 
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Q: Dear Garden Sage, 

Help! My roses look terrible. 

The leaves are turning yellow 

and are covered with black 

spots, and the ones at the end of 

the branches are all curled up. 

The petals have all fallen off the 

flowers leaving bulbous pods 

that are unattractive. Are they 

beyond help? 

Billy from Taylor Ranch  

A: Billy, 

No, your roses arenôt beyond help 

but are definitely in need of atten-

tion. Letôs address the problems 

one at a time. The yellowing on 

the leaves probably indicates the 

plant is in need of fertilizing. The 

black spots are a fungus disease 

called, appropriately enough, 

Black Spot. You can reduce the 

severity of Black Spot by keeping 

the leaves as dry as possible.  

 

Always water your roses at the base 

and don't spray the whole plant with 

the hose or use spray head type 

sprinkler heads that wet the leaves. 

This will encourage the spread of 

Black Spot. 

If you look on the underside of 

those curled leaves Iôll bet youôll 

find an infestation of aphids. These 

little green bugs will suck the sap 

from the plant robbing it of itôs 

vitality and curling the leaves. They 

are particularly fond of the newer 

growth at the terminal of the 

branches. Another good indication 

of Aphids is the sticky substance 

called ñhoneydewò, the waste prod-

uct the aphid produce after feeding 

on the plants sap. Also you might 

see a lot of ant activity on the plant 

as they love the honeydew as a food 

source. 

The bulbous pods you described are 

seed pods the plant is trying to form 

after the flowers have been polli-

nated. By removing these, (a pro- 

Please call us at 836-4000 email us at  

abqqualitylawncare@msn.com 

with your questions for The Garden 

Sage. 

 cess we call dead-heading) you stop 

the plant from wasting itôs growth 

energy trying to form the seed heads 

and encourage it to form new flowers 

and re bloom. Take a sharp pair of 

pruning shears and snip those seed 

pods off, and while your at it go 

ahead and cut back the worst of those 

branch tips disfigured by the aphids. 

We like to treat our customersô roses 

with a 3-in-one product that contains 

a fertilizer, systemic fungicide to 

control the Black Spot and a systemic 

insecticide for the aphids. 

By dead-heading, cutting back the 

aphid affected branch tips, controlling 

the watering to keep the leaves dry 

and treating with a 3-in one product 

we can solve the problems your roses 

are suffering from. This encourages 

new healthy growth, rejuvenating 

those roses and restoring their beauty. 

Then regular use of your 3-in-one 

products will prevent these problems 

from reoccurring. 

Thanks Billy, enjoy those roses!   
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Call 836-4000 for details today.  
Offers good for services booked in June with mention of this ad.  

 

Any Flagstone Installation totaling 

$1000 or More 
 

Call to set up an appointment where we will 

come out and measure the area to be designed. 

We will do a consultation to help you decide 

on the flagstone that fits your needs. 

 
Aphid treatment 

 

Receive $5 off of a one time 

treatment for Aphids 

 

 



Quality Lawn Care 

P.O. Box 7997 

Albuquerque, NM 87194-7997 

Phone: 505-836-4000 

Our Mission is to provide high quality landscaping, xeriscaping, lawn maintenance and water gardening with a  
professional and friendly attitude. 

Give Your Yard Some QLC 

 

We need your questions for ñConsult the Garden Sageò.  Email or call us with your questions, or join the dis-

cussion on our Facebook fan page (Quality Lawn Care in Albuquerque).  If we feature it in the next newsletter, 

youôll receive a discount towards your next service.  So take advantage of this program so we can help you 

ñGive Your Yard Some QLC!ò 
836-4000 or 

 abqqualitylawncare@msn.com 

COME SEE US ON THE WEB! 

Www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com 

Landscaping 

Xeriscaping 

Irrigation 

Mowing 

Trimming/Pruning 

Fertilization and weed control 

Water features 

Flagstone/Paver patios and walkways 

Retaining walls 

Garden preparation/Rototilling 

Stump removal 

Design, consulting & diagnostics 

“Give your yard some QLC”  
From gravel to grass & lots more. 

Quality Lawn Care is a full service lawn and landscape company. 

Tree and Shrub spraying 

Power raking/Aeration 

Seasonal Cleanup 

Yearly maintenance contracts 

Seeding/Sodding 

Pond cleanouts 

Quality Lawn Care 

For Free Estimate Call 836-4000. 


