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"'Tis like the birthday of the world, 
When earth was born in bloom; 

The light is made of many dyes, 

The air is all perfume: 
There's crimson buds, and white and blue, 

The very rainbow showers 
Have turned to blossoms where they fell, 

And sown the earth with flowers." 

CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE WATER RESTRICTIONS 

   The City of Albuquerque Water Authority adopted new watering restrictions 

for the months of April through October. Use of sprinklers is now prohibited 

between 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., during the hottest, windiest period of the day. Use 

of a handheld hose or watering can is allowed during this time period, but it is 

most efficient to conduct all watering in the early morning hours. Watering 

during our hot, windy spring and summer days can cause over half of your water to miss its mark due 

to evaporation and wind drift. Research shows that the best time to water is in the early morning be-

tween midnight and sunrise, when humidity is high but temperatures and wind speed are low. If 

morning watering isn’t practical for you, try watering in the evening, but this should be avoided if at 

all possible because the surface of the lawn being wet for an extended period of time at night can 

encourage fungus problems to occur. Whether you choose to water in the mornings or evenings, be 

alert to weather conditions. If it is windy or rainy, postpone watering until conditions are more appro-

priate. The daytime water restrictions do not apply when: 

Using drip irrigation, bubblers, hand watering, or other systems that do not propel water through 

the air; 

Outdoor irrigation is necessary for the establishment of newly sodded lawns or landscaping within 

the first 30 days of planting or watering of newly seeded turf within the first year of planting 

(subject to verification); 

Irrigation is necessary for one day only where treatment with an application of chemicals requires 

immediate watering to preserve an existing landscape or to establish a new landscape (subject to 

verification): 

Visually-supervised operation of watering systems for short periods of time to check system con-

dition and effectiveness. 

Now more than ever, it is important to have a sprinkler system and to make sure it is programmed 
and working properly. Call us at 836-4000 to schedule a sprinkler system install, repair or tune-up. 
Water your lawns and landscapes properly, efficiently and in compliance with local regulations. 
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     Did you know that there is a season in which the large commercial growers will dig 
up and ball-in–burlap the roots of the larger trees and shrubs available at the nurseries 

for the year? Digging up, and cutting back the roots on these bigger trees and shrubs 

during the hotter parts of the year is very stressful on these plants, so growers will usu-
ally only do this from October through March, delivering these plants to the nurseries in 

March and April, filling them up with the stock that they will carry for the remainder of 
the season.  

     So not only is late April and May a great time of year to plant these larger trees and 
shrubs, but it is also a time when the selection of these plants is the greatest at the 

nurseries, and the stock are at their freshest and healthiest. 

     As the season progresses not only does the selection of these plants dwindle, 
“picked over”, but the health of the plants suffer from coping with the summer heat 

with their restricted root systems confined in their burlap balls, above ground or lightly 
mulched in, relying on the watering practices of the nurseries. 

   So if you are considering planting some of these ball and burlap trees and shrubs this 

year, don’t delay. Call us now at 836-4000 so we can pick out and plant your specimens while the selection is at it’s 
best and the plants are at their healthiest! 
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MAY IS THE PERFECT TIME TO... 
 Things are heating up out there and it is keeping us all very busy. Now that we are 

entering the month of May, we have passed our average last chance of frost so now is 
the perfect time to start planting our summer annual flowers like marigolds, petunias 

and geraniums. We can still plant our grass seed as long as a pre-emergent crabgrass 
preventer or broadleaf herbicide hasn’t been used on the lawn yet. And, of course, as 

mentioned earlier this is a great time to plant those larger balled and burlap trees and 

shrubs. Now is also the time to remove the spent blooms, and prune back our spring 
flowering shrubs like Lilac or Forsythia to encourage new growth and better blooming 

next year.  Call us right away at 836-4000 to schedule these important services, 
get yourselves on a weekly maintenance contract, or sign up for our lawn, tree and 

shrub or non-turf weed control programs. CALL NOW!! 

   The Southwestern Pine Tip Moth 

injures young Ponderosa Pines in the 
Southwest, Central Rockies, and Mid-

western Plains. Larvae feed on and 
destroy new expanding shoots, often 

seriously reducing the terminal growth 

of planted pines. The Tip Moth is espe-
cially damaging to trees in Arizona, 

New Mexico, and Colorado. Ponderosa 
Pine is the principal host for the South-

western Pine Tip Moth. Other species 
of pines are attacked in ornamental 

plantings. Trees under 6 to 8 feet tall 

are most susceptible. 
Tip Moth larvae injure trees by mining 

in the new shoots and killing buds. 
Both terminal and lateral shoots are 

attacked. However, injury is seldom 

noticed until midsummer, when in-
fested shoots turn reddish brown. 

Mined needles are an earlier sign of 
infestation, but are difficult to find. 

Glistening pitch "tents" formed by lar-

vae that attack the new, expanding 

shoots are more noticeable early indi-
cators of infestation. The larvae bore 

into the shoot at the bases of new    
needles. Feeding causes pitch to flow, 

and the larvae mix this pitch with silk 

to form tents. Tents and silk webbing 

are readily visible signs of Tip Moth 
activity in May and June. Injured nee-

dles stop growing and rapidly fade to 

yellowish brown. If the attack is severe 
enough, the entire shoot may stop 

growing and wither. By midsummer, 
mined shoots turn reddish brown and 

become dry and brittle. Shoots crum-

ble when touched, and many break off 

during the winter. Repeated Tip Moth 
attacks severely deform host trees and 

retard height growth. Common tree 
deformities include crooks, forks, mul-

tiple stems, and dead leaders. These 

deformities often occur in combination 
and can be recognized years after the 

initial attack. Established trees are 
rarely killed outright by Tip Moths, but 

Tip Moth infestations jeopardize the 
survival and growth of young planted 

trees. Tip Moth damage can contribute 

to the overall decline of tree growth 
and produce deformities. 

During the second application of our 
tree and shrub program, we will exam-

and Scotch Pines for this important 
pine tree pest. Call 836-4000 and 

sign up for our tree & shrub program 
so you can protect your valuable trees 

from this dangerous pest! 

SOUTHWESTERN PINE TIP MOTH 



On April 12th QLC President Robert Hairston was featured in                            

 Good Day New Mexico! Visit our website 

  www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com,   

   And click on the link to see the broadcast 

   our Facebook fan page, Quality Lawn Care in Albuquerque  

  For updates, photos, interesting videos 

    And much, much more!  
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Call 836-4000 for details today. 
Offers good for services booked in May. 

 

  
1st mowing service. 

 

Get $5 off your 1st mowing service on any weekly 

maintenance contract signed during  

the month of May. 
 

 

Q: Dear Garden Sage, 

This spring I have some dead 

spots in my lawn. I think I had 

some fungus there last summer. 

Should I treat these spots with a 

fungicide now? 

Ron in Tanoan 

A: Ron, 

   Just because you had a fungus 

situation last summer doesnôt 

mean it is still there now. More 

than likely you are just looking at 

old damage. If that is the case, 

treating with a fungicide now will 

not prevent a recurrence of a fun-

gus later this summer or help the 

dead spot recover more quickly. I 

would suggest that you rake out 

and reseed the areas now, or dig 

out and re-sod if youôve been 

treated with a pre-emergent al-

ready, then monitor the area 

closely as the summer progresses 

signs of fungus activity and treat if 

needed. 

   Do me a favor first though, and 

check the spot for soil compaction. 

A lot of times we have problems in 

our lawns with an isolated spot of 

compaction that prevents that spot 

from soaking in our irrigation water 

resulting in burn spots that are mis-

taken for fungus diseases during 

summer heat. You can check this 

easily by taking a pocket knife or 

screwdriver and trying to push it 

into these dead spots. You might 

find it very difficult to push the 

blade in, indicating the soil in that 

area is very ñtightò, whereas the 

blade goes into the greener areas of 

the lawn easily. If this is the case, 

check your sprinklers to make sure 

the area is getting watered properly 

and adjust or repair your sprinklers 

if necessary.  Then aerate this area,  

and water it thoroughly until it sof-

tens up and starts soaking in the 

water, then reseed or re-sod. 

Please call us at 836-4000 email us at  

abqqualitylawncare@msn.com 

with your questions for The Garden 

Sage. 

 
PLANTING COSTS 

OF TREE &SHRUBS 

Receive $10 off of the  

labor charge of planting 

Any 1 tree or shrub in May  

 Sometimes it is hard to accurately 

diagnose fungus from other environ-

mental stresses. You might want to 

call us and let us come out and look at 

these problems and accurately diag-

nose them when they first show up so 

we can catch the problems early and 

treat the lawn before serious damage 

occurs or save you from costly fungi-

cide treatments that might not be 

necessary.  

   There are a lot of problems that can 

affect our lawns, trees and shrubs. 

They might be insect, disease or envi-

ronmental in nature and treating with 

pesticides without knowing the exact 

nature of the problem is not only ex-

pensive but risky environmentally. 

We will accurately diagnose any 

problems you have on your lawn or 

landscape and only treat where and 

when necessary.  

It never hurts to have an expert on 

your side. 

Thanks Ron,  

The Garden Sage 

 

http://www.kob.com/article/11121/


Quality Lawn Care 

P.O. Box 7997 

Albuquerque, NM 87194-7997 

Phone: 505-836-4000 

Our Mission is to provide high quality landscaping, xeriscaping, lawn maintenance and water gardening with a  
professional and friendly attitude. 

Give Your Yard Some QLC 

 

We need your questions for ñConsult the Garden Sageò.  Email or call us with your questions, or join the dis-

cussion on our Facebook fan page (Quality Lawn Care in Albuquerque).  If we feature it in the next newsletter, 

youôll receive a discount towards your next service.  So take advantage of this program so we can help you 

ñGive Your Yard Some QLC!ò 
836-4000 or 

 abqqualitylawncare@msn.com 

COME SEE US ON THE WEB! 

Www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com 

Landscaping 

Xeriscaping 

Irrigation 

Mowing 

Trimming/Pruning 

Fertilization and weed control 

Water features 

Flagstone/Paver patios and walkways 

Retaining walls 

Garden preparation/Rototilling 

Stump removal 

Design, consulting & diagnostics 

“Give your yard some QLC”  
From gravel to grass & lots more. 

Quality Lawn Care is a full service lawn and landscape company. 

Tree and Shrub spraying 

Power raking/Aeration 

Seasonal Cleanup 

Yearly maintenance contracts 

Seeding/Sodding 

Pond cleanouts 

Quality Lawn Care 

For Free Estimate Call 836-4000. 


