
Last month we talked about the advantages of 

xeriscaping.  This month we focus on the greener 

side of the yard.  For those of you who still want 

some green in your yard, we offer a quick lesson 

in sodding and seeding. 

To Seed or to Sod 
Albuquerqueôs 

fall climate is perfect 

for starting a new 

lawn.  The blazing 

summer heat that 

makes it difficult to 

introduce cool season 

lawns has subsided 

and the monsoon 

season brings cool 

moist weather, which 

is ideal for new 

lawns. 

Whatôs the differ-

ence between Sod 

and Seed? 
The main differ-

ence is cost and time.  

Itôs possible to have 

just as beautiful a 

lawn from seed as 

from sod.  The prepa-

ration process is similar but patience is a virtue 

when it comes to seed.  It takes about 4-5 weeks 

for a nice thick lawn. Sod is perfect for those who 

want an ñinstant lawnò and donôt mind the added 

cost.  With sod you can have a beautiful lawn in a 

day that is ready to be enjoyed within 7-10 days.  

Proper preparation is essential 
As with planting, laying sod and seed requires 

a good foundation.  Here in Albuquerque we have 

a variety of soils, from decomposed granite in the 

heights to sandy soil on the west mesa.  Itôs impor-

tant to know what amendments are necessary in 

order to start this project.  It can be as simple as 

taking a core sample or checking the pH balance.  

This will determine what nutrients are lacking in 

the soil.  You also want to be sure that there are no 

large rocks that need to be removed or holes in the 

yard that need to be filled.  We like to till in the 

amendments to a depth of 6-8 inches so that the 

lawn can develop a good root system.  Once the 

soil is ready itôs good to rake and level the soil 

with a special rake made specifically for this.   

Laying the sod 
You want to be sure 

to have good fresh 

sod so when we do a 

sod job we try to lay 

it within 24 hours of 

the delivery date to 

the nursery. Itôs im-

portant to understand 

how the lawn will be 

used when selecting a 

type.  Itôs also impor-

tant to have the 

proper tools and ma-

terials. 

Applying seed 
As with sod, the 

ground must be 

prepped and leveled.  

Youôll want to evenly 

disperse the seed with 

a good broadcast 

spreader. Gently rake 

in the seeds and cover the area if necessary with a 

light layer of compost.   

Water, water, water 
Okay so you donôt want to go nuts on the wa-

tering, but itôs an important part of establishing the 

lawn.  Ideally, you should have your irrigation 

system in place so that you can set your timers 

appropriately.  Itôs important to keep the soil damp 

but not soaking wet.  Once established just sit 

back and enjoy.   

Call us to do the work! 
Why explain all this you might ask?  Well 

weôd like you to know what to expect if you hire 

us to do the work.  The first step is to get measure-

ments of your yard so we can give you an esti-

mate. Give us a call to schedule an appointment 

836-4000. 

Nowõs the time to Seed and Sod 
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The Water Authority re-

minds customers to 

ñWater by the Num-
bers ,ò and only give 

lawns and landscapes as 

much water as they 
need.   That means wa-

tering just two days 

per week in Septem-
ber.  Pick your own days 

to water while limiting 

landscape irrigation to  

twice a week in Septem-
ber and October, and 

once a week in Novem-

ber.  No sprinkler irriga-
tion is allowed between 

11 AM and 7 PM. Do not 

allow water to flow or 
overspray into the public 

right ïof -way, storm 

drain or adjacent prop-
erty. For more information on 

watering restrictions please 

visit www.abcwua.org. 

September 

Watering  

Restrictions 

Customer Testimonial 
Ulysess and Don did a great job and my yard is just spic and span! L.Y. 

September Birth Flower 

The flower of the month is the 

Morning Glory.  Itõs a flower that 

blooms in the morning hours with a 

short life span: a new flower is born 

every morning, but dies by nightfall. 

Most species are climbing plants 

and are popular with 

hummingbirds, bees and butterflies.  

Ancient civilizations used a 

particular species to convert the 

latex from the Castilla elastic tree 

and guayule plant to produce 

bouncing rubber balls.  The sulfur 

in the morning gloryõs juice served  

to vulcanize the rubber, a process 

predating Charles Goodyearõs 

discovery by 3,000 years. 
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So why would you want to plant your trees and shrubs now instead of the spring?  Well, actually the spring is still a great time to 

plant, but if you never got around to it, fall is a better time to do it.  By choosing to plant in the fall, you give your plants a chance 

to get established and have a great start in the springtime. As with all other plants, you want to be sure to amend the soil and pre-

pare it for planting.  You also want to carefully choose your plants.  Make sure they are healthy and free of pests.   

Before you begin, be sure to have your drip system in place.  Once you have planted your tree or shrub you can set your timer for 

accurate watering.  As it grows youõll want to follow the guide we printed a couple of months ago.  You can look up the informa-

tion on our website: www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com.  

What you need to know when shopping for a tree or shrub.  

First you want to look at the area where you will be planting the tree 

or shrub. Is it in full sun? Are there other plants in a close proximity 

that will hinder itõs growth?  If it will need trimming, can you access it 

easily?  What kind of drainage is there in that area? Do you want 

blooms?  Is it providing shade?  How tall will it get and what kind of 

maintenance does it require?  Is it a deciduous plant or an evergreen?  

How often does it need to be fertilized?   

These are really important points to consider when choosing the right 

plant.  Youõll see below in the shrub and tree of the month that some 

of these questions are answered for you.  For more information, call 

for a free estimate on planting trees or shrubs 836-4000. 

Tree of the Month:  Afghan Pine (Pinus halepensis)  

Shrub of the Month: Sand Penstemon (Penstemon ambiguus)  

This shrub likes full sun 

and requires little water.  

Itôs flowers range from 

pink to white.  Plant in an 

area that has good drainage 

and make sure not to over-

water.   
Our special includes a 1 gal. 

size for  $8.00 (Regularly 

$9.38) plus delivery and 

labor for planting. 

This particular type of Pen-

stemon is shrub-like and 

forms a semi-woody mound 

that can get as tall and wide 

as three feet. It blooms from 

May through September and 

is covered with masses of 

pale pink to white flowers.  

It is a deciduous plant los-

ing itôs narrow, bright green 

leaves in the winter.  It is a native to this area and thrives 

and blooms throughout the summer months.   

Trees and Shrubs Can be Planted in the Fall  
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The following tree and shrub are plants approved by the Albuquerque Rainwater Harvest Garden Rebate Program. For 

more information on this program go to www.abcwua.org/pdfs/xeriplants.pdf 

This tree, depending on water availability, can 

grow at the rate of three to six feet per year.  It 

matures at about 30 to 40 feet tall and 15 to 25 

feet wide.  Itôs an evergreen that when planted 

in multiples, can create a forest effect or barrier 

such as an attractive privacy screen or a tall 

windbreak.   

It is a symmetrical cone-shaped tree that has 

short branches on the lower trunk that widen at 

the middle and then narrow again towards the 

top.   

 

Itôs leaves which are six-inches long, emit a crisp pine fragrance.  

It is also called an outdoor Christmas tree.  It likes full sun, alka-

line soils and medium water.  Itôs hardy to a temperature of 15 

degrees F. 
This monthõs special is a 15 gal. size 

for $90 (Regularly $105.00) plus 

delivery and labor for planting.  Go 

to our website 

www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com to 

see a color picture of the tree and 

for maintenance instructions. 
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$10 off any Aeration or  

Weed Application . 

Call 836-4000 to schedule your next ser-

vice.  This special is valid for the month of 

September.  

Dear Garden Sage, 

Since weôre going into the fall do I still have to worry about lawn services? 

Nancy 

 

Dear Nancy, 

Yes, definitely. There are a number of services that can still be done for your lawn.  Continue to 

water twice a week and keep it mowed.  As it gets cooler in October or November, warm season 

lawns may not need to be mowed as much, but cool season grasses love this time of year.  Itôs 

like spring to them!  So in order to keep your lawn healthy and green, we recommend aerating 

and fertilizing.  If you developed bare spots in the summer, nowôs the time to overseed those ar-

eas.  Itôs imperative to get the seeding done quickly because the deadline to reseed is typically 

October 1st. Give us a call so we can come out and do an assessment if you have any concerns. 

-The Garden Sage-  

 

Dear Garden Sage, 

The weeds in my xeriscape are getting out of control again.  Why is that?  What can I do to alle-

viate this problem? 

Fred 

 

Dear Fred,  

As we hit the monsoon season, the warm moist air combined with weed seeds that have been 

blown into our xeriscapes begin to thrive.  If you didnôt put down a non-turf application of pre-

emergent (herbicide) in June or July, then yes, you will begin to notice a significant number of 

weeds.  Not to worry.  Give us a call and we can come out and remove those pesky weeds and/or 

apply a post and pre-emergent.   

Garden Sage 

 

To Submit Questions to 

our Garden Sage or for 

more information about 

the questions asked here 

please call us at  

836-4000 

$5 Off   Fertilizing Services for Lawns, Trees and Shrubs  

Call 836-4000 to Schedule (Valid for the Month of September)  



Landscaping 

Xeriscaping 

Irrigation 

Mowing 

Trimming /Pruning 

Fertilization and weed 

control 

Tree and Shrub spraying 

Power raking/Aeration 

Seasonal Cleanup 

Yearly maintenance 

contracts 

Seeding/Sodding 

Pond cleanouts 

Water features 

Flagstone  

Paver patios and 

walkways 

Garden preparation/ 

Rototilling 

Stump removal 

Design, consulting & 
diagnostics 

ñGive Your Yard Some QLCò 
Quality Lawn Care is a full service lawn and landscape company 

Quality Lawn Care Contact Info:  

Phone: (505) 836-4000 

Email: 

abqQualityLawnCare@msn.com 

Web 

Www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com 

Go to our Facebook Fan Page:  

Quality Lawn Care  

Quality Lawn Care 

Give Your Yard Some QLC  
PO Box 7997 

Albuquerque, NM 87194-7997 

505-836-4000 

Printed by: One Stop Business Shop  

To all our friends and customers: 
 
The summer is winding down and you 
may not be thinking about landscaping 
in the fall, but this is a fantastic time to 
do this type of work.  Many people 
choose to wait until spring and most 
landscape companies, including our-
selves are extremely busy taking care of 
spring start up services.  We suggest 
that you utilize this time of year to do 
those little (or big) projects that you 
meant to do in the spring.  As always, 
thank you for your continued support 
and God Bless You,  
Owners, 
Robert & Vivian Hairston 

We need friends for our Facebook Fan Page!  Our goal 

is to get to 200 by the end of the year.  You can also 

participate in any discussions, view pictures, and add 
comments.   

The following websites were used to access informa-

tion for this newsletter: 

Thisoldhouse.com, http://www.abcwua.org/pdfs/
xeriplants.pdf,  maggiesgarden.com,  arborday.org 
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