
   It’s the beginning of January, Mike 

groggily shuffled to the window, 

opened the curtains and looked out-

side to see what the weather was like. 

SNOW!  

It snowed while he was sleeping! 

“So much for that yard cleanup I had 

planned today.”  But Mike noticed an-

other problem, it was a wet heavy 

snowfall.  His Rosemary bush had a 

huge gap in the middle where a pile of 

snow was weighing down the inner 

branches.  “Hmm, what should I do 

now?” he thought.  “I know, I’ll call the 

folks at Quality Lawn Care.”   

So he called QLC and was told “if 

possible, go out and brush off as much 

snow as possible to alleviate the 

weight from your plants to prevent 

further damage.  If you see any broken 

branches, we can come out and do 

some minor trimming to help bring 

back the shape.”  So Mike went out 

with a small broom and brush and 

gently removed the snow from the 

weighed-down branches.  Fairly soon 

the branches started to rise and the 

shrub began to look better.   

When Mike called QLC he also 

learned that it was important to re-

move any debris that had accumulated 

around the base of his trees and 

shrubs.  Rob, the owner of QLC ex-

plained, “If you don’t remove that de-

bris it will provide a wonderful home 

for pests that can cause damage when 

spring arrives.  You might also have 

wintering insects in there that are just 

waiting for warm weather to wake up 

and go to work eating their way up 

your trees and shrubs. Although we 

have the capability to treat these 

pests, it’s best to take some preventa-

tive actions so that you don’t have to 

deal with this problem.” 

A few days later, the snow melted 

and Mike called and scheduled a 
cleanup with the QLC crew. He won-

dered if it was safe to do any trimming 

in the winter.  So he called QLC and 

spoke to Rob about this.  Rob ex-

plained, “Actually this is a wonderful 

time to trim your deciduous trees and 

shrubs (deciduous means they lose 

their leaves in the fall), because they 

are dormant and they are least affect-

ed at this time.  In fact, this is how you 

can start to shape your plant.  You can 
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January ‘To-Do’ List 
 Clean up all debris 

and rake up dead 

thatch if ground is clear 

and dry. 

 If it snows, brush 

off  heavy wet snow 

from shrub and tree 

branches to avoid dam-

age. 

 Trim all dead and 

broken branches from 

deciduous trees, cut all 

crossing branches. 

 If you are 

wanting some color,  pansies are 

the best flowers to plant as the 

season gets warmer.   

 If weather permits clean out 

flower gardens and flower beds. 

 Clear out all dead leaves and de-

bris from around the base of 

shrubs and trees. 

 Clear all north facing doorways and 

walkways of snow and ice.   

 Make sure all irrigation valves and 

hosebibs are covered and insulated 

to prevent  frozen pipes . 

 Decide if you want to xeriscape and 

remove any grass before the spring. 

 Turn soil and compost in compost 

bins. 

 

“Like” our facebook Fan Page and ask questions, 

get answers and post pictures of your yard dilem-

mas. Quality Lawn Care in ABQ  

All of our newsletter articles are archived on our blog site:  

http://albuquerqueyardandgarden.com/  

You can find our monthly ‘To Do’ Lists, specific articles about land-

scaping and yard maintenance.   There is a search button where you 

can look for articles about trimming, planting, watering, treating for 

pests and weed control.   
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Did you know… 

 

Our Paleolithic 

ancestors 

consumed raw 

foods because fire 

was rarely used to 

cook. 

Think about it: Raw 

foods don’t take 

long to prepare, 

heating vegetables 

can destroy some 

very important 

vitamins, mineral 

deposits and 

natural enzymes, 

most raw foods are 

mostly 

biodegradable and 

when cooked can 

cause some people 

to have difficulty 

with digestion, 

allergic reactions, 

hypersensitivities, 

bad smell and 

halitosis.  An added 

benefit, raw food 

can help you get a 

good night’s sleep, 

which decreases 

fatigue. 

So next time you 

are in the vegetable 

department don’t 

turn your nose up 

at those organic 

foods.  They may 

help you live a more 

restful, regular, 

energetic life.  And 

avoid those 

processed foods in 

a box.  Easier said 

than done right? 

 

Facts taken from: 

http://

www.myorganicfoo

dclub.com/diets/

paleo-diet/ 

 

 

 

get rid of broken or crossing branches, direct the growth, and strengthen the 

limbs that remain.” 

“Strengthen? How?” Mike inquired.   

“Well, when the tree starts to grow in the spring, 

the nutrients and water that are carried up the 

trunk are distributed to all the branches and new 

leaves.  Since there are fewer branches and leaves 

they receive more nutrients, making them strong-

er than they were in the fall.  If you make sure to 

fertilize in the spring, that will further strengthen 

your tree.  But whatever you do DON’T TOP 

YOUR TREE,” Rob emphasized.  

The guys came out and trim his trees and shrubs and did a thorough yard clean-

up.  Mike felt better prepared to handle the next snow storm.  Besides, it’s cold 

outside and he’d much rather go skiing with his kids than spend the day clean-

ing his yard.  He knew he could trust the QLC staff to do a good job.    Are you 

ready for a winter cleanup? Mike says call QLC at 836-4000. 

Fun Facts from our Blog 

 We all know about gold, but what in the world is Frankincense and 
Myrrh?  Frankincense and Myrrh are both resins, the dried sap from trees. Frank-
incense comes from the Boswellia genus of trees while Myrrh comes from the 
Commiphora genus. Myrrh was once used to soothe sore throats and was an em-
balming agent. Frankincense was a vital part of Hebrew worship and was used as 
incense in the temple. 

 
 
 The ancient Greeks believed mushrooms came from Zeus’s lightning because they 

appeared after rains and reproduced and grew inexplicably. 
 
 
 While known as a painter, sculptor, architect, and engineer, Leonard da Vinci was 

the first to record that the number of rings in the cross section of a tree trunk re-
vealed its age. He also discovered that the width between the rings indicated the 
annual moisture. 

 
 Aluminum used to be more precious than Gold.  At a famous dinner thrown by 

Napoleon, the guest of honor was given Aluminum utensils, all the rest had to 
make due with Gold forks and knives. 



Happy New Year! 

This month we celebrate our 20 year wedding anniversary.  Quality Lawn 

Care has been a part of our family since the beginning.  We thank you, our loyal customers, 

for helping our little company stay in business all these years! Cheers! And may your 2016 

be blessed and prosperous.   

This year we are focusing on expanding our customer base in our maintenance depart-

ment.  We would really appreciate your help with this by referring us to your friends and 

neighbors.  If you are happy with our service please let others know. Thank you so much 

for your continued support! 
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