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Mike Gets His Lawn Ready for the Cold Season
Each year right before winter I have the same problem: I have
no clue how to correctly take care of
my yard especially
my lawn. Each
spring in my lawn I
battle thinning grass
or dead spots and I
have no idea why. I
turned to the folks at
Quality Lawn Care
for some advice. I
spoke to Rob, the
owner, and explained my concerns
about my lawn as we
enter the winter season. Rob took time
to go over my issues and said that it
is great that I am being so proactive. He offered some simple guidelines. For my lawn, he said the
three main issues for preparing my
lawn for the winter season are: aeration, fertilization and strategic
mowing.
He mentioned that it is crucial to do these three things before
the first freeze so that I can have a
full and healthy lawn come spring.

Aeration helps the lawn by loosening the soil and helps bring oxygen,
water and nutrients
to the roots. This
prepares the lawn for
the winterizer, which
Quality Lawn Care
can do as well. This
helps the lawn by giving it the nutrients
needed to establish a
strong and healthy
root system.
With the winter season approaching, grass growth
slows down thus not
having to mow as often. But I was told that I should
have my grass height about an inch
shorter than how I usually cut it for
my last winter cut. Rob told me
that about 1.5”-2” is a good length.
I should gradually shorten the
height of my lawn mower each
time I mow till I reach my desired
length. Cutting it short all at once
risks putting the grass in shock
which could result in an unhealthy
lawn.

Continued on page 3
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November ‘To-Do’ List


Continue mowing cool-season
grasses until they stop growing.



Keep the lawns as clean of debris
as possible to avoid potential pest
problems.
Time to aerate and apply
lawn winterizer
(if you haven’t
done so already).

after the first frost, but before the
ground freezes.


Freezing water can become a big
issue this month so make sure to
disconnect all hoses and store inside if possible.



Water features should be drained,
cleaned and covered for the winter.



As for the irrigation system, you’ll
want to flush, drain and shut
down all vacuum breakers.



You can now harvest most of the
garden (enjoy!)



Make sure no container plants
have been left outdoors. If any of
your clay pots broke, break them
up smaller and store the shards for
creating drainage in next year’s
potted plants.



Plant plenty of pansies for color.



Lower the
watering to once
a week. When
setting the watering timer, make
sure to only water at the hottest
time of the day and make sure not
to water on cold, stormy days.




You can still plant containergrown trees and shrubs until the
ground freezes.



Now that it’s colder, those deciduous trees and shrubs could use a
nice pruning. Take some of those
cuttings indoors to root if you’d
like.



As for the roses, prune back canes
or tie up climbers so that they are
protected from winter winds.
You’ll also want to winterize them

Finally, clean up...clean up...and clean
up some more! Left over leaves and
debris will become a pest problem if
not taken care of quickly and correctly. Call Quality Lawn Care at 505-836
-4000 for any questions or to be put on
the fall schedule for any of these services.

All of our newsletter articles are archived on our blog site:
http://albuquerqueyardandgarden.com/
You can find our monthly ‘To Do’ Lists, specific articles about landscaping and
yard maintenance. There is a search button where you can look for articles about
trimming, planting, watering, treating for pests and weed control.
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Prepping Your Yard cont.d
I asked Rob about my trees and shrubs and what I should do to prepare them for
winter. He said I didn’t need to water as often, but when I do it should be long
and deep at the dripline. I also need to remove any fruit that is still hanging from
my fruit trees and remove those that have fallen. Quality Lawn Care put me on
the schedule to prune any trees and shrubs to remove dead branches or limbs.
They will also remove growths called “suckers” that come out of the roots and
not only look unsightly, but take away water and nutrients beneficial to the main
part of the plants.
Lastly, of course this month I have the ever falling leaves, thus the need to stay on
top of debris removal. Leaving layers of dead leaves on the lawn promotes mold
and moss growth. This can create dead-spots and thinner grass in the growing
season. Fallen leaves and branches can also provide a nice little home for unwanted burrowing pests. Composting the leaves also creates a nutrient rich amendment for the upcoming spring season.
Even though I thought my questions might have sounded naïve, Rob reassured
me that they these are legitimate concerns that every homeowner should be aware
of as winter approaches. I was so appreciative of Rob answering my questions
and he also gave me some tips about planting spring-flowering bulbs such as tulips and daffodils. Not only is November full of family, food and some good football, I have Quality Lawn Care to thank for helping me maintain a great looking
and healthy yard!

QLC Yard
Services:
Mowing
Trimming
Pruning
Fertilization &
weed control
Tree and Shrub
spraying
Power raking
Aeration
Fall Cleanup

QLC
Landscape
Services:
Seeding/Sodding
Pond cleanouts
Garden
Preparation
Rototilling
Stump removal
Flower planting

Call us at
836-4000

Some Fun Facts and Happenings Around November:
-Now is a great time to visit the Bosque del Apache. Taking
place during migrations each November, the annual Festival
of the Cranes offers something for everyone: from backyard
birders to bird experts, from amateur photographers to pros.
The Festival highlights the world-renowned Bosque del Apache National
Wildlife Refuge, one of the most spectacular national wildlife refuges in
North America.
-In Australia, the month of November is the time that Australian men
grow a mustache. On the other hand, two major countries have November as the month to
celebrate “No Shave November” and National Beard Month. These two major countries are
Canada and the United States.

-The month of November is also a very historical one. Have you remembered the
Gettysburg Address of Abraham Lincoln? Well, it was on November 1863 when he delivered it
-Two important U.S. holidays are celebrated in November. One is Veterans Day, which commemorates the end of
World War I when the guns fell silent on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. The other important
holiday is, of course, Thanksgiving.
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“Give your yard some Q.L.C.”
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Newsletter written by Jesse Long and
Vivian Hairston and Jesse Long

A Note from Owners: Robert and Vivian
When my children were young we always had our children say what they were thankful for before we
dug into our Turkey dinner. I’m sure it’s a tradition celebrated around the U.S. Our family has lots to be
thankful for. We’ve had our little business for more than 26 years, our children are healthy and happy,
we have a home and we have you, our faithful customers.
For the last 12 years we’ve sponsored a young man in Mexico and for the
first time Vivian and son Josh will have the opportunity to meet him. When
we are blessed we feel it’s important to give back to others or at least pay it
forward. If you have the desire to sponsor someone who is less fortunate,
perhaps you might be interested in the program as well. You can choose a
child or elderly person to sponsor by going to Unbound.org. The money you
give helps buy books, school supplies, clothes or food that directly helps the
person you are sponsoring. Since 2005 we’ve received pictures and letters
from this young man that we have sponsored from the age of 5. We are all
excited to finally meet.
What are some things you’ve done to Pay It Forward?
Blessings! Rob and Viv

