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6 Common DIY Mistakes
What ‘Do-It-Yourselfers’ tend to get wrong
Success in home landscape design is certainly
attainable, but there are some pitfalls that should
be avoided if maximum satisfaction is to be
achieved. In many cases, a professional touch is
the best route to take to ensure a beautiful and
prosperous yard…Thus, the need for this list of
mistakes to be avoided in home landscape design.
The mistakes covered range from miscalculations
that have practical ramifications to more subtle
errors that negatively impact your enjoyment of
your home landscape design.
1. Failure to Have a Plan - Many home landscape designs evolve helter-skelter. A plant is
planted somewhere in the yard simply because
there is room for it there at the time. Ideally, it's
best to start from scratch, draw a plan for the
whole yard, and stick to it. Short of that, try at
least to sketch a rough plan for one large area of
your yard, and put all your energy into implementing that plan this year.

2. Having a Lawn Just Because "Everyone
Else Does It" - Many homeowners make the
mistake of assuming that having a grassy area in
the yard designated as "the lawn" is somehow an
obligatory part of home landscape design. But
historically speaking, the lawn as we know it is a
relatively recent introduction to landscaping. For
those not attracted to that rather monotonous
"green carpet" look or who dislike having to mow
grass every week, it's important to know that other acceptable options exist, like xeriscaping, especially for small spaces. Whose yard is it, anyhow?
3. Insufficient Fall Color in Your Home
Landscape Design - Spring and summer receive
most of our attention when it comes to planting.
Unfortunately, it's easy to forget to plant for fall.
Yet the fall season holds enormous promise for
those landscaping enthusiasts willing to plan for it.
Don't allow your home landscape design to miss
out on the colors offered by autumn's bounty!

4. Lack of Winter Interest in Your Home
Landscape Design - If the fall season is often
neglected in home landscape design, matters
stand twice as bad with the winter season. Yet
it is precisely in wintertime that we most need
a yard decor that will bring us cheer.
5. Failure to Irrigate - Many of us face a
dilemma: we enjoy
having plants in
our yards, but we
also like to travel
during the summer. So how do
the plants get watered while we're
gone? Sometimes a
friend or relative can come to the rescue, but
why chance it? There's a lot tied up in your
home landscape design, both in terms of money and sentimental value. But don't ditch your
travel plans! Just install an automatic irrigation
system in your home landscape design.
6. Planting on a Hillside Prone to Erosion
- Do you have a steep slope in your yard? Is it
tough to retain your topsoil there during a
heavy rain? Have you tried growing your favorite plants there to no avail? The problem is
that you failed to fix your erosion problem
prior to planting. Build a retaining wall first,
then do your planting afterwards.
At Quality Lawn Care we pride ourselves
on considering all of these factors and more
when assessing a new landscape for our customers. There is a lot to consider when taking
on a landscaping project so don’t be shy to call
us at 836-4000 for advice, a design or even to
have us do the project from beginning to end.
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October ‘To-Do’ List
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This month is a busy one for the
yard. The changing of the seasons
always brings with it a hefty ‘to-do’ list.
As those trees start to change colors
and drop leaves, they are going to
need some attention.

 First off, before leaves really drop,

Water 2 days
per week…
not between
11am-7pm

“Take some
cuttings from the

it’s a great time to do some pruning of
the deadwood. With the leaves still
up, it’s much easier to spot the deadwood.
The same rules apply for deciduous shrubs
as well. Pruning those shrubs now will allow
them to have a nice and tidy shape for winter dormancy.

 If you are considering doing any planting of

new trees and shrubs, now is a great time to
do it. Putting in new trees and/or shrubs
just before dormancy will help to establish
the roots before the ground freezes.

 Aeration should be done this month if it has
not been done already.

 Lawns should be kept groomed and clean of

outdoor perennials
to start rooting in

thatch (a quarter to half inch of thatch is
acceptable).

indoor containers

 Fertilize with a high nitrogen fertilizer to
give the lawn nutrients throughout its
upcoming dormancy.

 As always, make sure to keep up with

those weeds in the lawn. As the lawns’
dormancy stage approaches, you’ll want
to make sure any chance of weeds leaving
behind seed is nipped in the bud (no pun
intended). Those left over weed seeds
will make life difficult come springtime
when the first fertilizer application is put
down.

 Now is the time to plant spring-flowering
bulb such as hyacinth, daffodils, anemone,
crocus, and tulips. They should be planted after the ground temperature drops
below 60 degrees.

 Take some cuttings from the outdoor

perennials to start rooting in indoor containers over the winter.

 Pumpkins, bell peppers (before the frost)
and gourds will be ready for harvesting
this month, just in time to decorate the

Scan this QR Code to follow QLC on Twitter
and get gardening articles, landscaping and environmental news, special discounts and more!

over the winter.”

Check Out Our October Plant Specials
This month we are giving 20% off some beautiful
trees and shrubs this month. It’s the perfect time
to plant, so don’t miss out! Check out our website at www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com or scan
the QR code to the right. You can also call our
office at 836-4000 to ask about our discounted
trees and shrubs this month.
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Make Your Own ‘Tipsy-Pots’
Did you
know…

Tipsy-Pots are a great looking addition to
any yard that amuses guests and is surprisingly
easy to put together. Here’s what you’ll need:
 A pipe, dowel or rebar
 Pots or other containers (watering cans)
 Plants (herbs are a great choice for this)

The first Jack
O’Lanterns
were actually
made from
turnips.

How To Assemble Tipsy-Pots






Hammer the pipe/dowel into the ground
until firmly in place.
Have your pots, plants, and potting soil
ready.
Thread each pot through the pipe, one at
a time, adding soil and plants as you go.
Each pot will need a sturdy resting place.
Add soil and stones to secure each pot in
place, sitting on the pot below it.
So long as the structure is secure, you can
build your plant tower as tall as you want.

Samhainophobia is the fear
of Halloween.

That’s it! Incredibly easy to make and a great conversation starter for guests when they ask “How did you
do that?” This is just one of the many garden projects
that you can find on a website that I frequent. That
site is www.empressofdirt.net. There you will find tons
of do-it-yourself yard and garden art projects that can
be done with items you probably have lying around the
house right now.

October ‘To-Do’ List (cont. from page 2)
house. If you’re planning on garlic in the garden next year, plant it now.

 Top dress and/or mulch plants that are sensitive to freezing temperatures.
 Finally, clean up! It is incredibly important to get those leaves and any debris out of the yard. Taking
away leaves and debris means taking away homes and breeding grounds of unwanted pests and insects.

Need help with this months tasks? Call us! As always, we are here to help! Call 836-4000 and get
your services scheduled today. October is a busy month for us so make sure to let us know what you
need as soon as possible before we fill up.

Trick-ortreating
evolved from
the ancient
Celtic tradition
of putting out
treats and
food to
placate spirits
who roamed
the streets at
Samhain, a
sacred festival
that marked
the end of the
Celtic calendar
year.
Ireland is
typically
believed to be
the birthplace
of Halloween

October Specials
$10 OFF Irrigation Check

10% OFF Landscape Design

~Based on $70 minimum~

~Based on $200 minimum design fee~

Must mention coupon for discount. Expires 10/31/2015.

Must mention coupon for discount. Expires 10/31/2015.

Not valid with any other offers.

Non-turf apps only. Not valid with any other offers.

Call 836-4000

Call 836-4000
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PO Box 7997
Albuquerque, NM 87194
“Give your yard some Q.L.C.”
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“Give Your Yard Some QLC”

A full service lawn and landscape company

A letter to our customers
As leaves start to change color, our
city begins to look so different and so
beautiful. Then comes the mess of
falling leaves in the yard. This time of
year becomes very busy for us so call
right away for those cleanups. The
sooner you call, the sooner we can
get to you. Have a Happy Halloween,
don’t forget to stock up on candy for
those Trick-or-Treaters and be safe!
Thank you all so much for your business and your support!
-Your Q.L.C. Staff

Landscaping
Xeriscaping
Irrigation
Mowing
Trimming /Pruning
Fertilization and weed control
Tree and Shrub spraying
Power raking/Aeration
Seasonal Cleanup

Yearly maintenance contracts
Seeding/Sodding
Pond cleanouts
Water features
Flagstone
Paver patios and walkways
Garden preparation/ Rototilling
Stump removal
Design, consulting & diagnostics

Scan this QR Code to become a fan of
Quality Lawn Care in Albuquerque on Facebook. You’ll get daily plant facts, amazing
pictures, gardening tips and much more!

