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As September comes, our summer
‘humidity’ drops. Unfortunately, as that humidity level decreases, the fire danger level
increases. September has a tendency to bring
dry lightning with it increasing our city’s
chance of spot fires. Due to our unpredictable record-breaking weather this year, the
City of Albuquerque is taking no chances and
is desperately
attempting to
educate the
public on fire
safety procedures for the
residential
landscape. At
Quality Lawn
Care, we feel
that this information is
extremely
important
and that it is
our mission to pass it along to you.
What the city is asking is that homeowners create what is known as ‘defensible
space’. According to the City of Albuquerque
website “Defensible space refers to an area
between a house and an oncoming fire where
the vegetation has been modified to reduce
the fire threat which provides an opportunity
for structural protection without risking
homeowner or firefighter lives. Defensible
space can simply be a properly maintained
backyard”. To create a defensible space, routine gardening and landscape maintenance
practices such as pruning, weeding, plant removal, appropriate plant selection and irriga-

tion are essential. You want to make
sure the 30-100 feet wide area surrounding the home is “Lean, Clean, and Green”.
What does lean, clean, and green
mean? It means that the vegetation
on your property should be kept:
Lean – small amounts of
flammable vegetation


Clean – no accumulation
of dead vegetation or other
flammable debris


Green – plants that remain healthy and green during the fire season


Here are a few essential tips on how to make
your property defensible
against fire:


Remove dead vegetation (i.e., dead
trees and shrubs, dried grass and flowers, dead branches, fallen leaves, etc)



Remove lower branches from mature
trees to height of eight feet from
ground level also remove small trees
and shrubs growing under mature
trees



Remove tree branches within 15 feet
of a chimney or stove pipe
Continued on page 3
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Unfortunately, our rainy season has
pretty much come to an end, but as
we get in to September, those seemingly endless hot days will become
cooler and cooler leading us in to the
fall. What do those cooler temperatures mean for the yard…a lot.

may want to put a note on the fridge
about an upcoming aeration.

 Reduce watering from 3 times per week

to 2 times per week as the City of Albuquerque’s “Watering By The Numbers”
program requests.

 Keep up with those pesky weeds in the

Water 2 days
per week…
not between
11am-7pm

“Keep up with

 September is the target month for finally

filling in those bare patches with some overseeding. Keep in mind that after this month
you shouldn’t attempt doing anything with
grass seed until next spring. We are also in
a great month for sodding new lawns. Installing sod now will give the roots enough
time to take deep enough to nicely winter
over in the coming cold months and return
healthy in the springtime.

 Check your lawn for excessive thatch. Anything more than a quarter of an inch should
be raked out to keep the moisture level
right where it needs to be.

those pesky weeds
in the grass. Nip
the problem in the

 We are coming up to the target time to relieve soil compaction in the lawn, so you

bud as soon as you
see it to avoid a

grass. Nip the problem in the bud as
soon as you see it to avoid a weedy lawn
take over.

 Time to plant those new trees and

shrubs, and in just enough time to welcome some fall color into your yard.
Remember, however, new trees and
shrubs will need some extra water. As
far as existing trees and shrubs go, you’ll
want to reduce water to them so they
can harden off in preparation for winter.
Make sure to keep them tidy as well.
Any defoliation will need to be cleaned
up to avoid pests from making themselves cozy in the fallen debris.

 It’s now time to separate those Iris and
replant them in groups of three (just

Scan this QR Code to follow QLC on Twitter
and get gardening articles, landscaping and environmental news, special discounts and more!

weedy lawn take
over.”

Check Out Our September Plant Specials
This month we are giving 20% off some beautiful
trees and shrubs this month. It’s the perfect time
to plant, so don’t miss out! Check out our website at www.QualityLawnCareABQ.com or scan
the QR code to the right. You can also call our
office at 836-4000 to ask about our discounted
trees and shrubs this month.
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Fire Hazard Trimming (cont. from page 1)
Did you
know…



Keep vegetation clear of power lines and decks



Selectively thin and maintain remaining vegetation to 6 inches in height



Stack firewood and scrap wood piles at least 50 feet from any structure and clear a way
vegetation within 10 feet of the piles



Check and clean your roof and gutters on all structures several times during the spring
and fall to remove debris that can easily ignite from a spark.

Following these guidelines not only makes the property look better and more fire safe, but
in the case of an actual fire it could save more than just property, it could save lives. As even
more incentive to get your property in fire defensible shape, the City of Albuquerque is now
offering “Tree-Bates”. This new program offers 25% rebates for professional tree service,
fertilizing and tree related irrigation. For more info on “Tree-Bates” visit http://
www.abcwua.org/content/view/123/199/#TreeBate.
We would be happy to help you attain a fire safe defensible space. Using our services
would help your eligibility for the city’s “Tree-Bates” program as well. So call Quality Lawn
Care today at 836-4000 and get a free estimate on turning your landscape into a fire safe one.

September ‘To-Do’ List (cont. from page 2)
think of a radioactive symbol and plant them in that design). Just as well, Tulips can go in
the ground, placed in groups of 10 to 20 bulbs in a hole one foot in diameter; plant so that
the bulbs are not touching.

 Get ready for some harvesting! Carrots, corn and potatoes should be ready or close to

ready to harvest. Root vegetables can be harvested for months to come, but corn isn’t as
forgiving of the cold when it does hit.

We realize that this is quite a bit to take care of yourself, so we’d love to help you get all of
this and more done this month. Give Quality Lawn Care a call today at 836-4000 and let us get
you on the schedule before we fill up.

The world’s
longest plant
is the rattan
vine which can
snake 150
miles through
tropical tree
tops.
The Arctic
poppy is the
flower that
blooms
nearest the
North Pole.
Yarrow is said
to have
healing
properties and
was used in
WWI to heal
soldier's
wounds.
The flower
buds of the
marsh
marigold are
sometimes
pickled and
used as a
substitute for
capers.

September Specials
$10 OFF Irrigation Check

10% OFF Landscape Design

~Based on $70 minimum~

~Based on $200 minimum design fee~

Must mention coupon for discount. Expires 9/30/2015.

Must mention coupon for discount. Expires 09/30/2015.

Not valid with any other offers.

Non-turf apps only. Not valid with any other offers.

Call 836-4000

Call 836-4000
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PO Box 7997
Albuquerque, NM 87194
“Give your yard some Q.L.C.”
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“Give Your Yard Some QLC”

A full service lawn and landscape company

A letter to our customers
As the temperature starts to drop to
a reasonable level, we are once again
ready for seeding and sodding. However, this window closes fast
(especially for seeding). If you have
patches in the lawn that need to be
repaired, call us as soon as possible
to get on the schedule before it’s too
late and we have to wait until next
year! Enjoy the mild temperatures
this month.
Thank you all so much for your business and your support!
-Your Q.L.C. Staff

Landscaping
Xeriscaping
Irrigation
Mowing
Trimming /Pruning
Fertilization and weed control
Tree and Shrub spraying
Power raking/Aeration
Seasonal Cleanup

Yearly maintenance contracts
Seeding/Sodding
Pond cleanouts
Water features
Flagstone
Paver patios and walkways
Garden preparation/ Rototilling
Stump removal
Design, consulting & diagnostics

Scan this QR Code to become a fan of
Quality Lawn Care in Albuquerque on Facebook. You’ll get daily plant facts, amazing
pictures, gardening tips and much more!

